; - f
- 'j‘? ,4
AN
44

'MARINE ARCHITECTURE.

INCLUDING AN

ENLARGED AND PROGRESSIVE VIEW

OoF THUE

NAUTICAL REGULATIONS AND NAVAIL HISTORY,

BOTH CIVIL AND MILITARY,

OF ALL NATIONS,
ESPECIALLY OF GREAT BRITAIN :

mﬁwsn CHIEFLY FROM

Original Manuscripts,

AS WELL IN PRIVATE COLLECTIONS AS IN THE GREAT PUBLIC REPOSITORIES:

AND DEDUCED FROM

THE EARLIEST PERIOD TO THE PRESENT TIME.

e ) 3 I se-oeae
IN THREL VOLUMES.

VO L. IIL

o e e e —————————— — -___-_f—l—-—-: - anlie -ty
gy - - e - P,

Br JOHN CHARNOCK, ESQ. F.S.A.

L — Sl
A

- .

e e - m—— T . . o s i
gy e P - " T . — ————

London

Printed for R. FAuLper, Bond-street; G. and.]J. Rosinson and Co. Paternoster-row; A.and J. Brack, and 11 Parry, Leadenhall-
street; T. EceErToN, Charing Cross; G. and W, Nicor, Pall Mall ; C. Law, Ave Maria-line; J. Sewer, Cornhill J. Wyire, Fleeta
street; W. J. and J. Ricuarpson, Royal Exchange ; Lrrcui and SoTueny, York-street ; Caprrs and Davies, and W, Orripcr and
Son, Strand; I. and ]J. BovpiiL, Cheapside ; F. and C. RivineTon, St. Paul’s Church-yard ; T. Pavyyr, Mews Gate; Hiatner
and Co. Leadenhall-street ; Lonomax and Rers, J. Wartis, and H. D, Svstonps, Paternoster-row ; J. Desrerr, and J. Waisur,

Piccadilly ; J. and A, Arch, Gracechurch-street; Vernor and Hoow, Pouitry; J. Ilookuas, and J. Carrenrrk and Co. Bend
street; J. Beryy Oxford-fireet; Crospy and LeTreaman, Stationer’s-court; Bunsry and Gowp, Shee-lane ;3 Darrown enu Harvey,
Gracechurch-strect; D. Steet, Tower-hill; J. Harpy and Sous, Ratciific Highway; Lackineron, ALLex, and Co, Tinsburya

square; E. Lroyp, Harley-street; and S. Dricuron, Cambridge :
By Nichols and Son, Red Lion-passage, Fleet-street.
et AL Y Ve

MDCCCII,



A

sl

LIST OF THE PLATES

THIRD VOLUME.

No. Page.
1. View of the Glorioso Spanish ship of war, mounting 70 guns ~ - 111
2. View of the Invincible French ship of war, mounting 74 guns ~ - 1t6

- 8. View of the Terrible French ship of war, mounting 74 guns - ~ 116
4. View of the Diamant, of 50 guns, French ship of war - - ~ 116
5. View of the Gloire French ship of war, mounting 44 guns - - 116
6. Stern views of the Glorioso and Invincible - - - - 116
7. Stern views of the Terrible and Monarque ~ . - - 116
8. Stern views of the Serieux and Jason - - . - - 116
9. View of the Royal George British first rate, launched 1756 - - 140

10. Head and stern of a British second rate, launched 1758 - - - 141

11. A Dutch yacht - - - - - - - 188
12. Two Dutch merchant vesscls - ~ - - - 188

13. A Venetian gondola - - - ~ - - 191

14. Draught of a French frigate -~ - - - - 299

15. Sterns of 2 Russian frigate, and merchant vessel - - - 297

16. View of the Commerce de Marseilles - - - - - Q0.4

17. Draught of a British first ratc . - - - - 24 |

18. View of 2 modern galley, rowing in a caln - - - - 288

19. A Felucca - - ~ - - - - 283

20. A Saicque - - - ~ . - . 239

21. A Chinese vessel, or junk - - - - - - 202

22. A Dingay or Bombay bark - - - - - - 212

23. Draught of the flying proa, of the Ladrone Islands - - - 316.

24. View of the flying proa - - . - - ~ 317

25. War canoe of New Zealand - - - - ~ 323

26. Proa of the Mulgrave Islands - - - - - 329

27. Double canoe of the Friendly Islands - - ~ ~ - 530

28. Single canoe, or flying proa of the Friendly Islands . ~ - 330

29. Canoe of the Society Islands - - - - - 350

30. The Trial cutter, and system of sliding keels. Plate 1. - ~ - 565

31. The Trial cutter. Plate 2. - - - - - - 305,

39, The



A LIST OF THE PLATES.

No. ‘

32, The Trial Cutter. Plate 3. - - - -
33. The Trial cutter. Plate 4. - - - -
34. View of the Wolverene — -~ - - - -
35, Plan of a floating battery contrived by Captain Schank - -
36. The theory of rudders, stability, and flotation - - -
377. Experiments to ascertain the stiffness of a vessel's hull - ~
38. Lxperiments to investigate the velocity of floating bodies. Plate 1. -
39. Ditto. Plate2. - - - - - -
40. Ditto. Plate 3. - . - - .
41. Plate of water lines, stability, and flotation - - -
42, Dranght of the Busy cutter, in the service of the Customs -
43. Outline of the Arrow - - - - .
44. View of the Spanker floating battery - - -

45. Plan and view of the jointed rudder invented by Captain Schank -
46. Water lines and section of the Transit, Section of the Cornwallis, builtin India

Page.

365
365

- 367

ab7
368
377
389
393
400
402
404
408
409
409
410

HISTORY



HISTORY

Oor

MARINE. ARCHITECTURE.

CHAPTER THE FIRST.

Political Account of the different Navies of Europe, from the Commencement of
the Eighteenth Century to the Death of Rueen Anne—Effect produced by
the turbulent and ambitious Conduct of Louis the XIVth—State of the
Genoese, Venctian, and Spanish Marine—The Naval Power of IFrance—its De-
clension, and the Causes which produced it—the Losses it sustained during the
War which commenced in the Year 1702 — Custom of Building Ships of encreased
Dimensions according to their Rate and Number of Guns, introduced by ihe
French Builders—its Effect, particularly on the British Navy—infignificant
State of the Spanish Marine at the Commencement of the Liightecnth Century—
Particulars of its Diminution during the War—=State of the Portugueze Navy—
Account of the Dutch Marine— Causes of its Decline— Conduct of the Govern-
ment itself instrumental to it— Growing State of the Russian Navy under the
Auspices of Peter, surnamed the Great—its formidable Condition in 1714 —
Force of a Squadron collected at Revel in that ¥ear— Defeat of the Swedes by
Admiral Apraxin— Causes of the Declension of the Swedish Naval Force— In-
considerable Figure made by its Navy, notwithstanding the acknowledged Abilities
of its Seamen—aqf the Danyle Navy, and the collateral Causes which tended to
produce its apparent Inactivity—the Attention of the Sovercign applied to prevent
ets Decay or Diminution— Comparative View of the different Navies and of the
Commercial State of Europe.

PERSON living secluded from the world, and regarding the actions of
mankind merely as a philosopher, might not improbably be induced to think,
on being informed of the political ftate of Europe, and the general prospect of
public aifairs, as they separately ftood at the commencement of the seventeenth and
YoL. 111, B eighteenth
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eighteenth centuries, that all those principles, by which the conduct of nations was
regulated, had, through some-extraordinary convulsion of nature, or other cause
with which he was not acquainted, undergone a total and moft mischievous
change. At the fir{t of those periods,owing to circumstanceswhich it is not necessary
to repeat again, a tranquillity, almoft universal, appeared to overspread Europe ;
but, according to 1{116 ancient and trite proverb, ‘this delusive calm-was -but the
forerunner of that dreadful, and almost uninterrupted storm, which has not only
Jaid the shores of Europe waste, but extended 1ts horrors into the most distant, and
totally unoftending quarters of the world, durmng the greater part of the
eighteenth century. . | *
A continuance of the same acting principle, which had lighted the torch of
war, and brandished it when blazing in ail its horrors, -over so considerable a part
of Europe, towards the conclusion of the seventeenth century, was productive of
still more dreadful effects immediately after the commencement of the ensuing.
The discordant and diabolically ambitious spirit of Louis the XIVth, nothing
abating 10 its vigour, though the fuel which had at first fed its fury was con-
sumed, eagerly spread itself in search of frefh materials which might continue to
support 1ts rage. The fatal industry with which this system was pursued,
proved, most unfortunately for the rest of the world, too effectual. Independent
of those countries which immediately surrounded the identical spot whence the
flame arose, and which of course became the most immediate prey to its effects;
its baneful influence was soon most scnsibly felt. even i remote districts, which its

own immediate operations were incapable of reaching. |
‘Spain, Portugal, Britain, Holland, Germany, and the northern parts of Italy,
formed an mmmense volcano, of which France was the crater; while Russia,
Sweden, Denmark, and, in fine, almost every country in Europe, influenced by the
persuasion, teirified by the threats, or cajoled by the specious promises of Louis,
were armed against each other, and joined in a scene so terrific, as almost to threaten
an. anmhilation of the human race.—The Mediterranean States of Genoa and
Venice alone derived tranquillity; the first, from its insignificance and total want of
naval power ; the latter, from its distance and secluded situation. A species of here-
ditary and habitual animosity, which appeared to exist between the latter Republic
and the Turks, might be almost said to separate them from all the rest of the world,
as naval combatants; they appcarcd to single each other out for contest; and
the condition of their fleets, as well as the particular equipment of the ships com-
posing them, seemed duly balanced against each other. The advantage, in point
9 of
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of fkill, as well in the construction as thc management of a ship, was evidently
on the side of the Venetians ; but this pre-eminence was more than counterbalanced
by the very superior numbers and force of the vessels which generally composed
the Turkish fleets. This competition, togcther with that portion of trade which
they still continued to retain with the Itallan and other Mediterranean States, or
Republics, whose territory bordered on the sca, served to prescrve the existence of
the Venetian marine, which had been so long on the decline ; but it were absurd
to search for, or expect, improvement with regard to any science, in a country
where the pursuit of it is in the wane. The alterations, therefore, which the
example of those progressive improvements, made by other countrics, gradually
and slowly introduced into the Turkish and Venectian navies, have not sufficient
consequence to render any description of them necessary:.

Spain continued under the same paralysis which had, during the whole of the
preceding century, deprived her of the power of action. Although nearly fifty
years had passed away 1n uninterrupted quictude, that circumstance which served
only to plunge her, if possible, into a still greater abyss of obscurity, would have
enabled a less torpid nation than herself, possessing any internal resources, thought
deserving that appellation, to erect itself mto consequence,

France, Britain, and Holland, the three competitors for fame, for empire, for
wealth, and for dominion, exerted separately every means of acquiring them,
stretched to their utmost extent, which their situation afforded. The first of those
countries, which had but very recently assumed to itself the character of a maritime
power, had, by exertions, certainly unprecedented, and almost incredible, raised
itself, within a very few years, into asituation capable of disputing the empire of the
seas with its two rivals. Notwithstanding the severe losses which Louis had c¢x-
perienced during the preceding war, and that heavy blow he had in particular
received, by the destruction of the best ships he possessed, off Cape la Hogue,
so earnestly did he apply himself, during the short period of tranquillity which
succeeded to the peace at Ryswic, 1n the re-establishment of that navy, the pos-
session of which he appeared to think so essential to his glory, that at the com-
mencement of the eighteenth century, he considered himself in a condition to
disturb the peace of Europe as powerfully as ever. The event, however, proved he
had been rather too hasty and sanguine 1n his expectation; for, although the Dutch
contributed, pro formd, twenty ships of the line, as their guota of the fleet, con-
sisting of fifty, sent on the expedition against Cadiz, he possessed not a naval force
capable of facing the Bnitish singly. Continued perseverance, liowever, in the same

B 2 measures
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measures created a fleet, collected at one point only, which consisted, in the
year 1704, of fifty-two ships of the line ¥ ; seventeen of which were three deckers.

This

% A4 List of the French Men of War that were in the Sea Engagement ; with the Names of their Commanders,

and their respective Divisions,

Vanguard, or the White and Blue Division,

Ships.
L’Esclatant -
L’Eole -

Le S. Philippe, V., A.

L’Heureux -

Le Ruby -
L'Arrogant -
Le Marquis -
Le Content —

Le Fier, Adm. —

L’Intrepide -
L’Excellent -
Le Sage -
L’Ecueil —-
Le Magnifique, C. A.
Le Monarque -
La Perle ~

Captains. Guns,
~ M, de Belle Fontaine 66
- De Mons 62
- M. D Infreville | 90
- Colbert St. Mar 70
- - De Beneville 56
- Derherbierf 62
~ De Patonlét 60
o De St. Maure 70
- De Vilette ' 88
- Du Casse 84
- De 1a Roche Alard 62
- De Montbaut 54
- D’Argint 62
- De Belleile 86
- Chabert 84
- Le Mothute 54

1110

Body of the Battle, or Center of the Whate Division.

Le Furieux -
LLe Vermandoils -
Le Lis - -
L’Etonnant, V. A.
L’Orgueilleux -
L’Esperance -
Le Serieux -
Le Fleuron -
Le Vainqueur -
Le Foudroyant, Ad.
Le Ternble -

~ Le Comte de Blinacq 60

- De Betusne 63
- Le Chevalier de Villars 88
- _ De Coetlogan go
- Du Palois 88
- De Lagnion 50
- Champmelin 58
- De Grancey 506

- Le Bailly de Lorraine 88
Le Comte de Toulouze 104

. De Relingue 104
i gty
Carried ovey 840

730
380
700
450
330
350
350
450
800
600
350
330
380
600
600
300

7700

350
350
600
700
600
330
330
350
600
050
000

ke eer——

6060

Men,

L'Entree
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9

This force was independent of those inferior squadrons necessarily stationed in other
parts of Europe and the more distant quarters of the world : but Louis finding,

Ships,

L’Entreprenant

I.a Fortune
Le Parfait

Le Magnanime, C. A.

Le Sceptre
ILe Fendant

La Zelande
Le St. Louis

Sl

L

1’Admirable, C, A.

La Couronne

Le Cheval Marin

Le Diamant
Le QGaillard

L'Invincible

—

Le Soleil Royal, Ad.

L’ Ardent
Le Trident
Le Coureur
L.e More

Le Toulouze

-

Le Triumphant, V, A.

Le St. Es prit
L'Henri

Frigates.
L’Etoile
L'Hercule
L’Andromede
La Diligence
La Meduse
L’Oisean
La Galatee
La Sibille

Captains.

Brought over

De Hautefort
De Baigneux

Guns.
849
GO

28

Le M. de Chateaumorand 74

De Pointis

Le Comte de Bailly

Dela Luzerne

Rear or Blue Division.

M. Ferville

De Beaujen

De Cepeville
De Champigni
De Pontacque
Dorogne

Du Mont
Roverois

De Langeron
D’ Aligre

De Modesne
Phelipeaux

De St. Clair
Du Quesne Mon
De la Harteloire
Du Quesne Gui

Servigni

Gonson
Rouvré

Chamulli
Masmet
Roquemadere
Figuiera
Degorti

G uittasin

84
88
58

60
60
92
S8
44

58
54
70
162

Men. -

6060
350
350
470
600
600
350

R —

8780

350
380
675
500
260
350
330
450
850
400
350
380
330
380
750
190
400

“__.-

7695

100
170

85

60
150
180
120

70

from

L’Enflamme
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from sad experience, that all the exertions he could possibly make were inad-
quate to the attainment of his so much wished-for purpose, was content, from
this time, to confine himself entirely to a defensive system. His fleets no longer
spread themselves over the face of the ocean, in pompous display of his pretended
power, but were satisfied with remaining in security within their own ports; and the
people, as well as their sovereign, were as much rejoiced at the-slender, the tran-
sitory success of a desultory expedition, cautiously and secretly dispatched, as
they could, or ought in reason to have been, with a victory which had preserved
their country from ruin, or raised 1t to the highest pinnacle of glory.—Soon after the
commencement of the war with England and Holland, the naval force of Irance
consisted of 90 ships of the line, including those of fifty guns; with nearly 200
other vessels, many of which were frigates of considerable force. The injury
sustained by the maritime power of France, in consequence of the victory off
Malaga, was but trivial : the glory, indeed, that resulted from it was great; and
the critical advantage derrved by Britain, from so opportune a c,lieck, consequen-
tial in the extreme; but the diminution of the Frenchmnavy; on that occasion,
could scarcely have been felt by a country whose resources had not been
stretched to the utmost. The loss of the French, to state it in its greatest
possible extent, did not exceed, either in ships actually destroyed, or rendered
unserviceable—one ship of three decks, Le Fier, of 88 guns; four of two
decks; the Excellent, of 62; the Fortune, of 58; and the Esperance, of

Captains. Guns. Men.
L’Enflamme - - Canvet 6 40
Le Dangereux  ~ - Du Gay ' 6 50
I.a Turquoise ~ - De Soutier 8 45
Le Croissant - - Gabaret 12 50
Le Bienvenu — - Rochambart 8 60
L’Aigle volante - ~ Kervilly 6 35
L’Ester - - - Canvine 6 35
Le Violent — - Renoix 10 45
Le Lion — ~ ~ Marquisat 8 50
- Flutes, |
Le Rotterdam - - Grand Maison 6 60
Le Portefais — - Le Quesne | 6 60

Besides the above-mentioned men of war, frigates, fire-ships and flutes, there were 12 French and

11 Spanish galleys; in all 92 sail.
50 ;
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50 : the Cheval Marin, of 44 gubs*; with afew galleys; the demolition of which
was a mischief too mconsxdcmblc to be taken into the account. . It is true, that, not
long afterwards, the marine of TFrance sustained a second, and not less serious,
disaster, in the capturé or destruction of the Magnanime, of 84 guns; the
Lys, of the same force ;- the Ardent of 66; the Arrogant, of 62; and the

Marquis of 60; which were surprised, by Sir John Leake, off Gibraltar; being
the squadron forming the blockade of that fortress, under the orders of the Sicur
de Pointis. . But it is also certain, that at the time of the attack made on Toulon,
in 1707, being three years after the Malaga fight, from whence historians
date the downfal of the naval consequence of Louis the XIVth, there were then;
in that port, 4G ships of the line}, besides 29 frigates, fire-ships, and vessels
of smaller force or consequence.

The conclusion which naturally remains to be drawn from these facts 1s;
either that the Yrench King, grown wise by experience, saw too late the ab-
surdity of his own chimerical projects, or that the means he possessed were inca-
pable of supporting, any longer, a system raised on so weak and unstable a foun-
dation. It is, perhaps, worth investigating to which of these causcs the
subsequent events are ascribable. At the time of the attack made on the port of
Toulon, in 1707, by+ the army under the command of the Duke of Savoy, and
the confederate fleet, led by Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovel, 1t is somewhat re-
markable, that there were in that harbour, asabove stated, 46 French ships of the
line, 16 of which were of three decks 1 ; besides 29 frigates, and other vessels of
inferior force : and that the combined fleet of Britain and Holland, at least such
part of it as was immediately engaged in the attack, amounted to no more than
43 ships of the line, of which six only were of three decks.

This circumstance very sufficiently proves, that the bubble, with which Louis
the XIVth bad for so long a time, and so expensively amused himself, m blow-
ing to the largest size 1t was capable of attaining, had burst through the slender
film which rendered 1t a visible object, and vanishing into air, was suddenly
snatched from human sight, till an adoption of the same ridiculously ambitious
principles, at some future period, should cause a repetition of the same childish,

* The latter not properly a ship of the line.

+ No enterprize or expedition was ever undertaken by this formidable armament after the battle of
Malaga, except a frivolous attempt, made by the Count De Tholoure, in 1706, to co-operate with
Marshal Tesse, in the siege of Barcelona.

§ Four of them mounting upwards of 100 guns cach,

though
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from sad experience, that all the exertions he could possibly make were inad-
quate to the attainment of his so much wished-for purpose, was content, from
;this time, to confine himself entirely to a defensive system. Iis fleets no longer
spread themselves over the face of the ocean, in pompous display of his pretended
power, but were satisfied with remaining in security within their own ports; and the
people, as well as their sovereign, were as much rejoiced at the slender, the tran-
sitory success of a desultory expedition, cautiously and secretly dispatched, as
they could, or ought in reason to have been, with a victory which had preserved
their country from ruin, or raised it to the highest pinnacle of glory. —=Soon after the
commencement of the war with England and Holland, the naval force of France
consisted of 90 ships of the line, including those of fifty guns; with nearly 200
other vessels, many of which were frigates of considerable force. The injury
sustained by the maritime power of France, in consequence of the victory off
Malaga, was but trivial : the glory, indeed, that resulted from it was great; and
the critical advantage derived by Britain, from so opportune a check, consequen-
tial in the extreme; but the diminution of the French navy; on that occasion,
could scarcely have been felt by a country whose resources had not been
stretched to the utmost. The loss of the French, to state it in 1ts greatest
possible extent, did not exceed, either in ships actually' destroyed, or rendered
unserviceable—one ship of three decks, Le Tier, of 88 guns; four of two
decks; the Excellent, of 62; the Fortune, of 58; and the Esperancc, of

Captains. Guns. Men.
L’Enflamme — - Canvet 6 40
Le Dangereux - - Du Gay ’ 6 50
La Turquoise — - De Soutier 8 45
Le Croissant — - Gabaret 12 50
Le Bienvenu - - Rochambart 8 60
L’Aigle volante - ~ Kervilly 6 35
L’Ester - - - Canvine 6 a5
Le Violent - — Renoix 10 45
Le Lion —~ ~ ~ Marquisat 8 50

Flutes.

Le Rotterdam - - Grand Maison 6 60
Le Portefais — - Le Quesne | 6 60

Besides the above-mentioned men of war, frigates, fire-ships and flutes, there were 12 French and

11 Spanish galleys; in all 92 sail.
50
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50 ; the Cheval Marin, of 44 guis®; with a few galleys, the demolition of which
was a mischief too inconsiderable to be taken into the account. . It 1s true, that, not
long afterwards, the marine of France sustained a second, and not less serious,
disaster, in the capturé or destruction of the Magnanime, of 84 guns; the
Lys, of the same force; the Ardent of 66; the Arrogant, of 62; and the
Marquis of 60; which were surprised, by Sir John Leake, oft Gibraltar ; bemg
the squadron fonmng the blockade of that fortress, under the orders of the Steur
de Pointis.  But it 1s also certain, that at the time of the attack made on Toulon,
in 1707, being three years after the Malaga fight, from whence historians
date the downfal of the naval consequence of Louis the XIVth, there were then,
in that port, 46 ships of the line 4, besides 29 frigates, fire-ships, and vessels
of smaller force or consequence.

The conclusion which naturally remains to be drawn from these facts is;
either that the French King, grown wise by experience, saw too late the ab-
surdity of his own chimerical projects, or that the means he possessed were inca-
pable of supporting, any longer, a system raised on so weak and unstable a foun-
dation. It 1s, perhaps, worth investigating to which of these causes the
subsequent events are ascribable. At the time of the attack made on the port of
Toulon, 1n 1707, by the army under the command of the Duke of Savoy, and
the confederate fleet, led by Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovel, it is somewhat re-
markable, that there were 1n that harbour, as above stated, 46 French ships of the
line, 16 of which were of three decks I ; besides 29 frigates, and other vessels of
inferior force ; and that the combined fleet of Britain and Holland, at least such
part of it as was immediately engaged in the attack, amounted to no more than
4.3 ships of the line, of which six only were of three decks.

This circumstance very sufficiently proves, that the bubble, with which Louis
the XIVth had for so long a time, and so expensively amused himself, in blow-
ing to the largest size 1t was capable of attaining, had burst through the slender
film which rendered 1t a visible object, and vanishing into air, was suddenly
snatched from human sight, till an adoption of the same ridiculously ambitious
principles, at some future period, should cause a repetition of the same childish,

* "The latter not properly a ship of the line.

+ No enterprize or expedition was cver undertaken by this formidable armament after the battle of
Nalaga, except a frivolous attempt, mzade by the Count De Tholoure, in 1700, to co-operate with
Marshal Tesse, in the siege of Darcclona,

f Iour of them mounting upwards ol 100 guns cach.

though
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though far from innocent experiment., Although it is natural to suppose that the
inertness of the French fleet proceeded from its general condition being inadequate
to a contest, even with an inferior enemy *; yet several of the ships were nearly
new off the stocks—~one of them of 96 guns, which is erroneously called, in
the official account4, Le Triumphant; the Pompeux, of 80 ; the Neptune, of
76 ; the Bizarre, of 70; the Constant, of 68 ;- the Temeraire, of 60 and the
Meduse, of 50.

The loss sustained by the besieged, amounting to eight ships of the line—
the Triumphant, of 92 guns; the Sceptre, of 90 ; the Vainqueur, of 86 ; the
Neptune, of 76 ; the Invincible, of 70; the Serieux, of 60; the Laurier, of
60 ; and the Sage, of 54 ; accelerated, and completed, the almost total retire-
ment of the TIrench fleet, from the busy and dangerous theatre of war, for
36 years. The Mediterranean no longer beheld, issuing from the -port of
Toulon, armaments, which were vainly expected to carry unlimited conquest be-
fore them, and give laws to the whole universe, without the ceremony or fatigue
of a contest. Thirty-eight ships of the line, however, still remained to France ;
but the service effected by them was confined to little desultory expeditions,
frequently unsuccessful ; and when otherwise, unproductive of any solid ad-
vantage. So well satisfied was the British admiral of the supineness or debi-
lity of the foe with which he had to contend, that, after the termination of the
expedition, and his consequent return to England, towards the close of the year,
he left Sir Thomas Dilkes to command in the Mediterranean, with a squadron of
no greater force than 13 ships of the line, none of which were larger than third
rates; an armament ostensibly not equal to one-third of that which then remained

undestroyed at Toulon.

During the years 1708, and the early part of the ecnsuing, no advantage was taken
of this apparent superiority, notwithstanding little or no reinforcement was added to
the British squadron. The only counterbalance to a multitude of losses sustained

by the enemy, which it were irrelative to mention here, wasthe casual capture of
the Pembroke, of 64 guns, and the Faulcon, of 32, by three French ships of the
line ; which, knowing the absence of an English force in any degree capable of
contending with them, had, with considerable caution, venturcd out of Toulon. Sir
George Byng, who had arrived in the Mecditerranean, and reconnoitered the

* The largest ship in the British fleet was the Association, of 96 guns. A very large proportion
of the armament were even fourth-rates.  London Gazette, No, 4357.
+ A second ship, under the same name, carrying 92 guns, being onc of the vessels destroyed by

the fire of the assailaints.
harbour
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harbour of Toulon, in the month of Junc preceding, found only cight ships of
the line ready for sea, and onc which was careening, all the rest being totally dis-
mantled, or laid up, without any apparent intention of their being speedily brought
forward into service. Irom this circumstance, as 1s properly remarked by histortans,
he naturally concluded the information he had received was true, that the Irench
had no intention, or, to specak nearer the truth perhaps, were not able to {it out
any fleet or force whatever, cxcecding that already stated.

Irom this time France appears to have patiently adopted the resolution of
permitting the combined powers to carry on whatever naval operations they
thought proper 1 the Mediterrancan, without making the smallest attemipt to
give them disturbance or interruption.  Ileets of transports, laden with stores, or
filled with troops, were perpetually passing between Italy and Spain, under very
slender convoys, though the French force at Toulon far outnumbered that of
its allied antagonists employed in the samc quarter. The natural situation of the
country renders, as it were, two distinct navies necessary both to its protection,
and the annoyance of its focs 1n time of war, Louis adopted a diflerentscheme of
management for eaclhi : previous to the commencement of hostilitics, he scems
to have arranged his whole plan, and to have acted according to that ar-
rangement, as far as circumstances pernutted him, during the whole war.  He
resolved to keep the principal part of his naval force in the Mediterrancan, imas
eining that his opponents would consequently find 1t necessary to detach thither
the principal part of their navies; and, by thatmeans, leave the Atlantic more open
to his depredations. He had another reason, also, for this conduct; which
in all probability, weighed no less forcibly with him than the lormer: the ships
sent through the Streights, by the Confederated Powers, would be removed a con-
siderable distance from thetr own harbours; and should they sustain any injury,
either from tempests, or in action, their return to a friendly port, where they
could procure assistance, nught be difficult, 1if not impossible.  The ships of Fng-
land and IJolland must pass at least a month from the time of their quitting Bri-
tain, ere they could come in contact with those of France; there was, consc-
cuently, the natural chance of contrary winds and tempests to be caleulated on
for thelr annoyance, while the fleet of Louis could lay quictly, and without
incurring any such risk, till the very momentalmost arrived, when an engagement
should bc deemed politically prudent. YThe plan was judiciously laid, but in
great measure failed : this was owing, however, not to any dcfect in the plan atsclf,
but the incompetency of the French navy to render 1t effectives  The check, for

Vor. 111, C .
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it hardly deserved thé name of a victory, off Malaga, gave so complete aw
ascendancy to the Confederates, that they scarccly appeared to consider, after
that time, whether their enemy had any naval force in the same quarter or not.
- The system adopted by the French King on the side of the Atlantic was much
more successful.  Instead of collecting the principal part of the naval force he
possessed 1nto one mass, he divided it into light squadrons, which were fta-
tioned at Dunkirk, at Brest, at Rochefort, and other ports, under the command
of the most experienced officers in his service. Ide was admirably furnifhed
in this respect— Jean Du Bart; the Count de St. Paul; the Chevalier de Forbin ;
and M. du Guay-Trouin progressively conducted the flymng armaments em-
ployed in this desultory kind of war; and the deaths of the two first-mentioned
Chefs D’Escadre, though very deservedly esteemed two of the ablest officers
France had ever produced, appeared to create no confusion in the conduct of the
war, their stations being so admirably well filled by those who were their suc-
cessors. The policy of the conduct adopted by Louis, in respect to his marine
arrangements on the northern and western coasts of Franee, was manifest, from
the success which, in spite of very heavy and reiterated losses, attended them.
At the very commencement of hostilities, the misfortune he sustained at Vigo nearly
equalled all he experienced on the side of the Mediterranean, wherc lie possessed
a powerful flect, during the whole of the war *; yet the destruction of so for-
midable a squadron, as that which had been under the Count de Chateau Renaud,
seemed to produce no sensible inconvenience ; while i the oppofite quarter, all
the naval genius and spirit of the French appcared 1n one mnstant overthrown ; as
though they considered their measures had been so deeply laid, that, failing
of success on an occasion when they had exerted evety nerve to procure it,
httle advantage was to be expected from any similar attempt fruitlessly repeated.
To counterbalance the Hl-fortune in that quarter, the active spirit of Forbin
and his coadjuter harasscd, almost ineredibly, the commerce of Britain; they
captured the ships appointed to protect its flects, and afterwards made them-
selves masters of no inconsiderable portion of these very fleets also. The Grafton
and Hampton, of 70 guns each, were taken at one time, after a most resolute
defence against Forbin, whose squadron consisted of ten ships of the line, a frigate,
and four small vesscls.  'Withinan interval of less than six months, the united arma-
ments under Forbin and Du Guai Trouin fell-in with a second Lisbon fleet, and,

* Including that occasioned by the victory off Malaga, which appeared to paralize all the naval
efforts of France in that quarter,
after
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after a dispute no less obstinate than that which took place on the former occaston,
succeeded 1n capturing or destroying the Cumberland and Devonshire, both of
them three-decked ships, carrying 80 guns, with the Chester and Ruby, of 50
cach. Several other enterprizes, of a similar nature, were also projected, and
carried into execution with varied and perhaps less consequential success than
the two just mentioned. The mere attempts, however, had they been completely
foiled, added to the provision made from the same source for the safety and pro-
tection of their Weft Indian and American colonics, where, considering the great
disadvantage under which the enemy certainly appear to have laboured, very
little impression was made, or advantage gained by the Britsh, plainly prove
the I'rench marine to have acquired such wonderful strength, that nothing but the
greatest activity and most unremitted diligence could possibly have checked its
growing powect,

The expedition, fitted out in the year 1708, under the command of the Count de
Forbin, and sent on the coast of Scotland for the purpose of covering a descent in-
tended to be made there, under the auspices of Louis, i favour of the Pretender,
being completely unsuccessful, appears to have had the same cflect in restrain-
ing all future operations on so extensive a scale, as the battle of Malaga had in
another quarter.  The utmost stretch of subsequent hope exceeded not the for-
tuitous interruption of some necarly defenccless convoy, or the casual success of two
or three cruizers, venturing out in company, and f{ortunatcly meceting with some
prize, so inferior to themselves in force as to render resistance almost an act of
culpable temerity.—Nothing can more forcibly display the relative conditions of
the I'rench and British marine, together with the resources possessed at that time
by each country 1n support of it, than their diflerent actions on the occasion of this
expedition. France, it 1s true, had experienced losses during the war, amounting
to more than 40 ships of the line, besides a multitude of frigates and vesscls of in-
ferior rate.  These, of themselves, constituted a navy that would not be con-
sidered otherwisc than respectable; but she stll possessed, mcluding the flect
which lay inactive at Toulon, a force of 70 ships of two and three decks, with
upwards of 100 frigates and vessels of inferlor rate,

Such, liowever, was the ascendancy acquired by Britain at this period, that while
Iouis was, through his repeated disasters, compelled to leave the defence of his Wedt
India colonics; of his possessions on the coast of Americay the protection of the
<hattered remnant of that Trans-Atlantic commerce, the preservation of which,

contemptible as it was, required his best cfforts; m short, his whole system of
C 2 defensive
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defenslve and offenswe naval war; in every part of the world, the Mediterranears:
c:\ccPtcd to about 32 ships.of two decks, mounting from 46 to 76 guns each ;,
Britain was able, in the space of six wecks, to collect, on the occasion of this
desultory attack, a force, which including some Dutch ships consisted of 40 sail of
the line, besides {rigates and inferior vessels,  This was effccted, after every other:
branch of a diffused service was fully and completely provided for, and sufficient
force left for the protection of those widely-dispersed territories and possessions.
which it was incumbent on Britain to guard with particular attention,

But though the wonderful mfcuouty, in point of force, with which the gallant:
and enterprizing Forbin was, in obedience to the commmands of his sovereign, 1n-
duced to undcrtake this expedition, may prove the desperate state to which the
aftairs of Louis were reduced ; yet 1t serves to shew at the same time, how evi-
dently superior 1n respect to sailing must have been the quality of the ships
eomposing that squadron, without which pre-eminence it would appear incre-
dible, if not impossible, for the armament to have proceeded from Dunkirk in.
the face of such a fleet as that which opposed them under the orders of Sir George:
Byng: that it should have proceeded as high as the Firth of Edinburgh, and
should afterwards have effected its return back to its own port, after sustaining a loss,.
which, taking all circumstances into consideration, must be considered trivial in.
the extreme. There remains behind a still stronger evidence of this alleged.
superiority, which the Freneh ships possesscd 1n respect to form over those
of the English, and this arises from the particulars of the loss which the enemy
sustained on this occasion. It was confined entirely to ships which had once
been in the possession of, and had been built by the Englith themsclves; of.
these the Salisbury, of 50 guns, was taken; the Blackwall, of the same
force, with the Deal Castle and Squurel, of 24 guns cach, cither foundered:
at sca, or were wrecked on the coast of Holland. These accidents furnish.
self-evident examples cither of a supceriority in skill, with respect to the French,
or a strange predilection for particular and absurd principles, which strongly, in-.
fluenced the minds of British marme architects at that period.  The advantage in
point of sailing appears beyond controvessy to have been in favour of the French
ships, the Sahisbury falling alone a victim, as the rest m all probability would:
have done, notwithstanding Forbin’s ability and address *, had not his ships, to use:

the:
¥ See the official account given by Sir George Byng:

¢ The ship that went up yesterday came down this morning, and is now within two leagues of us:
slie appears to be a ship of (0 guns, but has now no fiag on board. We saw this morning, when.

they.
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the seamen’s phrase, considerably fore-reached those of the British. The losses
which are imputable to accident, and those dangers to which all vessels at sea are
liable, no less forcibly proves the superiority of that construction or form given to
vessels, under the load water-line, which was then adopted by the French. Those
which perished were entirely of English construction, while the remamder,
built in the ports of France, being better enabled to hold theiwr wind, to work off a
Iee shore, and to endure the assaults of an heavy head-sea, were capable of succes-
fully combating and eftectually resisting it.

they weighed, a flag at the main-top-mast~-head on board of one of their ships. "They stand from us;
and we after them with all the sail we can.”

In a second letter Sir George states, ‘¢ We chased theenemy to the northward of Buccaness, some-
times with reasonable hopes of coming up with them. The Dover and Ludlow Castle being the only
clean sailing ships we had, they were the first which came up with part of the enemy’s squadron, they
passed by some of the smaller to engage some of the larger ships, and stopped them till they could be:
rclieved. They attacked two or three of theenemy’s ships, among which was the Salisbury : they did
not part with them till more of our ships arrived, but worked the ships 1 a handsome manner to
cut them off from the rest of the fleet 5 but, in the darkness of the might, they all got out of sight, except
the Salisbury, which falling in amongst our head-most ships, the Leopard enteved men on board.
We were informed by the officers wlo were taken, that there were 12 battalions on board their
squadron, commanded by the Count de (ace, a Marshal of Irance; the pretended Prince of
Wales, Lord Middleton, Lord Perth, the Macdonalds, Trevanion, and several other oflicers and
gentlemen, on board the Mars, in which also was Monsieur Fourbin, who commanded the
squadron. The number and strength of their ships are very near the account we lately received from

Dunkirk ; nor were they joined by the Brest men of war : and they further assure us, that the ships,
our out-scouts saw off Calais, were privateers and their prizes going into Dunkirk.  The morning
after this chace, we saw but 18 of the enemies ships, as far as we could perceive them from the mast-
head, in the E. N. E. of us. ~ Having no prospect of coming up with them, we lay off and on.
Buccaness all day yesterday to gather our ships together ; and this day, blowing hard at N, I\, with a
great sca, judging the enemy could not seize the shore to make any attempt, we bore up for this place,
which was thought most reasonable, not only to secure, but to give countenance and spirit to her
Majesty’s faithful subjects, and discourage those that could have thoughts of being our enemies.”

It is no less worthy of remark, that very few ships captured by the enemy, from the British, have
cver continued long the property of their new possessors. 1f 1t has so happened, that one of them,
being in company with others of French construction, has ever {allen-in with any Englishi squadron,
that ship, almost without cxception, has been among those captured, and most frequently the
first which has fallen. Exclusive of the Salisbury already noticed, the Pembroke, re-taken in
the same war, the Warwick, the Ardent, and the Alexander, besides a number of other vessels of
inferiorrate, in times much more modern, are additional proofs of the same principle.—~On the other
hand, the re-capture of any ship, frigate, or vessel of inferior rate, from the Dritish, which was |
originally French, 1s a.circumstance extremely uncommon.

The
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1

The samc pnncxples appear to have been unceasmgly adopted by the I‘rench
bulldexs ever since that time, and the same causes have proved almost invariably
ploductwc of the same effects. It will also, without doubt, be admltted, that the
ships of French construction have, generally speaking, while in a proper con-
dition for service, made better weather, and held a better wind, than those,
their contemporaries, built in any other country whatever ; for the accidents which
have so frequently befallen French ships, when adopted and taken into the
British service, appear to have been principally owing to a defect either in
muatcrials or workmanship, and not to any impropriety in the exterior or shape of
the vessels themsclves. |

In 1707, the capturc of a Trench ship, called the Maure, mounting 60
ouns, being of extraordinary dimensions for her rate, and constructed wath par-
ticular attention to her sailing and working, proved that pcople, even to the con-
viction of the English themsclves, to have been by no means inattentive to the
acquisition of knowlege in the science of marine architecture, though a variety
of causcs appear to have prevented the proper combination of ingentous theory
with regular practice, or sufficient experience. The re-capture of a ship not
long afterwards, called the Pembroke, which, when in the British service, had
mounted G4 guns, but, when re-captured, carried only 50, proves in corro-
boration of the circumstance laft mentioned, that the French had very proper
and cxtensive 1deas in regard to that enlargement, or encreased size of vessels,
which, according to their force, has generally been considered as most conducive
to improvement, at least while confined under proper regulations. It cannot
morcover be in justice denied to an ecnemy, that although the navy of France
was so considerably reduced by the gencral cvents of a long contest, that dimi-
nution was considered as principally occasioned by a supposed superiority of skill
in naval tactics posscssed by the British; for there was scarcely a single vessel
captured from them which was not deemed a valuable acquisition to the latter,
while, on the other hand, few of those vessels belonging to Britain, which the
chance of war unavoidably threw into the hands of the enemy, were ever brought
forward into the public scrvice of that enemy; or, if brought forward, they
appearcd in an inferior rate or class to that in which they had been ranged when
belonging to their onginal possessors ¥,

At

* The jollowing list of losscs sustained by France, during the preceding war, have Leen transmitted
with
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At the commencement of the eighteenth century, the navy of Spain, which,
as already observed, had once, though some generations had intervened,

amazed

with the utmost fidelity from one historian to another, who have thereby given to the world ag un-
mterrupted continuation of erroneous account.

Guns.

100
90
86
4
70
64
56
94
I

Carried over

Ships.

‘3
8
8
§

3.
1

4
2

32

Total of Guns. ‘ Guns. Ships. "Total of Guns.
Brought over 32 2530
400 48 | 48
720 40 1 40
688 30 a2 72
74 34 l 34
212 39 . 32
64 30 2 60
50 a8 1 28
216 24 8 192 :
100 20 3 60
9530 592 3096

But the annexed account may, on the other hand, be considered as more correct :

Triumphant
Sceptre -
Fier

Lis -
Magnanime
Vainqueur _
Neptune

Prompt —_

Fort
Firme
Invincible
Esperance
Superbe

Bourbon -

Ardent
Assurance
Prudent
Oriflamme
Content

Guns.

02
90
88
88
84
86
76
76
76
74
74
70
20
68
66
66
64
64

Destroyed by the fleet under Sir C. Shovel at Toulon.
Ditto.
Supposed to have been sunk after the engagement off Malaga.

Burnt by Sir John Leake and the Dutch off Gibraltar.
Ditto at ditto.

Destroyed at Toulon.

Ditto at ditto.

‘T'aken at Vigo.

Burnt at ditto.

‘Taken at ditto.

Destroyed at ‘Toulon.

Destroyed, after running on shore, at Vigo.
Ditto at ditto.

Taken at Vigo by the Dutch.

‘Faken off Gibraltar by Sir John Leake.
Taken at Vigo.

Burnt at Vigo.

Ditto at ditto.

64 Destroyed by two ships of Captain Coney’s squadron, off Cape de

Gatt, Dec. 26, 1706.
One
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amazed and terrified the world with its pewer and splendour, displayed an in-
significance  which could scarcely fail to excite the compassion even of a foe.

Guns.

During

One ship name unknown 64 Taken by the same squadron, and carried into Gibraitar,

Sirene
Excellent
Arrogant
Marquis
Serieus
Laurier
Maure
Auguste
Fortune
Solide
Superbe (new)
Gaillard
Hazard
Falkland's Prize

Sage
Modere
Esperance
Tholouse

One ship of

Vigo

"Total

Phoenix
Victorieux
Coupable
Peste
Prince

Ambitieux

62
62
62
60
60
60
60
60
38
50
S50
56
54
L

54
24
50
50
a0

50

40

88

88
60

60
60
60

Destroyed at Vigo after running on shore.

Supposed to have sunk in, or immediately after, the Malaga fight.

Taken by Sir John Leake’s squadron off Gibraltar.

Ditto at ditto.

Destroyed at Toulon.

Ditto.

Taken 1n the Mediterranean, 1707, by the Bredah and Warspite.

Taken in Soundings, August, 1704.

Supposed to have been sunk in, or soon after, the Malaga fight.

Burnt at Vigo.

Taken by the Kent,

Taken by the Suffolk in the Mediterranean.

Taken in soundings by Captain Norris and -others.

Taken on her passage from Virginia. N.B. This appears to have
been a ship lent by the King to the French merchants. Its
name, when forming part of the Royal Navy, 1s unknown.

Destroyed at Toulon.

Taken at Vigo.

Sunk, as is supposed, in the Malaga fight.

Taken 1n the'Mediterranean by the Hampton Court, 1711.

Name unknown. Destroyed by Sir John Norris near Toulon.
This ship is supposed to have been of the same description

with the Falkland’s Prize.

This ship had formerly been in the British service, ‘but
was taken by the French in the-preceding war.

Ships of the line, exclusive of many others which the enemy lost by
tempests or other misfortunes : several of them being firft or
second rates.—~Among these were the

Taken.

France also lost the following two-decked ships, which were not properly of the line.

Adriade —
Voluntaire

18

Taken September, 1709, by Captain Hanway, in the Channel.

44 Destroycd at Vigo, after running on shore.

Dauphine
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During the whole of the contest in which that country was evidently a principal,
very little mention is made of any maval force possessed by it, which properly
deserved that name, except indeed the three .vessels destroyed at Vigo; the Jesus
Maria Joseph, of 70 guns; with the Buffoona and Capitana D’Assogos, of 54
guns each. - The rest of its marine consisted merely of vessels, some of which,
it must be admitted, were of considerable burthen and for ce, but appropriated
solely to the conveyance of the treasure, derived from the Peruvian and Mexican
territories, to Europe. Thirteen of these fell a vietun at one time, together with
the three ships of war just mentioned, to the enterprizing spirit of their enemies ;
and many subsequent successes of the same nature, though not perhaps so ex-
tensive, followed a perseverance in the same spirited and adventurous conduct.
Owing to these repeated losses, the maritime consequence of Spain, even combining
the navy of the state with that of the civil and commercial department, which was
considered contempfible at.the commencement of the year, was reduced almost to
a total state of annihilatien before the conclusion of it *. Portugal, her former ap-

- pendage,
Guns,
Dauphine - 44 Burnt at Vigo.
Cheval Marin -~ 44 Sunk in the Malaga fight.
Thetis - 44 Taken by Sir George Byng.
Gloire ~ 44 ‘Taken by Captain Mathews, 1709, under the orders of Lord
| ‘Dursley.
One of - 44 Taken by Sir W, Whetstone in the Weft Indies : supposed to have
been a ship lent to the merchants by the French King.
Mercury — 42 ‘Taken in the Mediterranean.
Triton - 42 Taken at Vigo.
One of ~ 42 ‘Taken off Gibraltar by Sir J. Leake.

ee—

Making m the whole 56 ships of two decks; exclusive of more than 90 frigates, corvettes and
vessels of inferior rate; with upwards of 50 sail which were supposed to have been lost by accident.

* ‘Exclusive of the ships which were burnt or captured by the Combined Fleet at Vigo, hiftoriane
snake mention of the following Spanish ships taken or destroyed during the war.

Guns.,
Santa Maria * - 70 Taken at Ostend.
Porta Coeli  — 64 ‘T'aken and carried into Lisbon, by a squadron under Sir Thomas
| Dilkes.
Santa Teresa ~ 64 Ditto byditro.
St. Joseph - 64 Blown up in action with Cominodore Wager

A galloon,namecunknown 64 ‘Taken in the West Tndijes.
Vou, Il D Flandria
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pendage, and then opponent, was in the same inoffensive rank at the commence-

ment of the eighteenth century, in which she has continued unoffendingly to pass
through the whole remainder of it ¥, |

" Holland appeared to have passed the zenith- of its glory. Its maritime power
continued, indeed, still respectable, but carried not with it.that terror as in the pre-
ceding century, whenrit arrogantly assumed to itself the mastership of the ocean, and

the power of prescribing marine laws to-almost all Europe.. The navy of the state

Guns.
Flandria ¥ ~ 50 ‘'Taken at Ostend. |
One galloon = 44 ‘Taken by Commodore Wager.

| Queen of Spain*  « 40 Taken at Ostend.
One ship, name unknown 40' Blown up by the crew, to prevent its falling into the hands of the

English. |

St. Nicholas - 24 Taken by.Sir T. Dilkes.

Six sloops of war or armed vessels ;. together with 50 merchant ships taken at Ostend.

The whole of these were galloons, except those taken at Ostend by Sir Stafford Fairborne;
which are marked with an asterisk. All the ships which were in the harbour of Cadiz at the time it
was attacked by Sir George Rooke and the Duke of Osmond, though some of them were fitted as’
ships of war, appear to have also been of the same description ; so that the navy of the state, at least
that part which could be properly so called, might be said to be nearly annihilated. Its force, even at:
the commencement of the war, exceeded not seven ships of two decks, the largest mounting 70 guns,.
with a very slender proportion of frigates and smaller vessels. The vessels intended for the purposes:
of ordinary commerce experienced no less degradation; so that tlie intermediate class alone, which
was appropriated solely to the purpose of conveying warlike-stores, either from one port to another,.
or from Old Spain to the American Continent, and carrying from tlience the treasures of Mexico
and Peru either to Europe or Asia, continued to retain its consequence. This, however, was a
matter of indispensable necessity, not choice; and if, on one hand, the vessels just described dégraded-
not the science, as specimens of Marine Architecture, they certainly did not, on the other hand,
advance it, or reflect lustre on its growing progress.

* The ftate of Portugal at this time is very briefly and properly explained by Campbell :—
“ When the war first broke out,” says he, ¢ Portugal was allied to the two crowns, and with great.
difficulty it was that we detached that monarch from their intereft; but the means by which we de--
tached him ought not to remain a secret, In the treaty he concluded with Lewis XIV. and his
granason, he had stipulated that he should be protected by an annual fleet from France; but, wherm
he found that this could not be complied with, and that, if he performed his part of the agreement, his
coast would be left open to the insult of the maritime powers,. e saw the necessity of changing his
party, which induced him to make a treaty with.us in 1703 ; and when the French minifter, M. de
Chateauneuf, reproached him for thus changing sides, Don. Pedro replied with great spirit—*¢ If your
master had sent 30 ships of the line, to cruize between Lisbon and Setubal, I had never quitted his
athiance ; and, thercfore, I would have you let him know, that he ought to blame himself, not me,
for the consequences.’

had
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had diminished considerably, not-only in the number of its ships, but also in
the force of them; for, though in the reign of King William they possessed several
vessels, as the Hollandia, and others, having three tiers of guns, amounting to 90,
or upwards in number, yet, after the commencement of the eighteenth century,
litde or no mention is made, that can be relied on, of any Dutch ship carrying
more than 76 guns. Their commerce appears to have been in the same propor-
tion also in the wane : Britain having entered into the competition with such spirit
and avidity, that. the cold phlegmatic temper of Holland 'shrunk, as it were, in
dismay from the contest, and yielded up a participation of those darling pursuits to
which, heretofore, every consideration had been sacrificed, patiently, and almost
without a struggle. |

The decline of the navy followed as a necessary consequence, the invasion
and avulsion even of that tnifling part of their commercial consequence, which
with heartfelt sorrow they found forcibly torn from them. Like bees, despoiled of
even:a part of their honey, they grew careless, for a time, as to the protcction of the
remainder. Instead of displaying that cnergy of character, that enthusiastic
boldness and love of enterprize, which, contrary to the usual characteristic of a
commercial people, they so fully manifested on many occasions during the British
reign of their Stadtholder Wilham the third; they became cautious, reserved,
doubtful in cases of enterprize, parsimonious, and, on all occasions, remarkably
retentive of that proportion of force which they were soleminly bound by treaty
t0 furnish towards the furtherance of an end which, at the commencement of
the league, was deemed a common cause,

Throughout the whole of the war one-third at least of that duc proportion of
naval force which they had engaged to provide was, on varieus pretences, kept
back ; and those ships, which were actually furnished, were, many of them, in
so 1ll a state of equipment, as wel as so inferior in point of force, that it became
almost unsafe to trust them 1n a line of battle: The action oftf Malaga afforded an
incontrovertible proof of the truthof this charge ;. for, thoué;h the service on which
it was known the flecet was destined to proceed was confessedly of the most conse-
quential nature, and ought to have called forth their best exertions, 1t 1s very ap-
parent, from the private account given by Sir Cloudesley Shovel, who commanded
a division of the British fleet in the engagement alluded to, that, if they were not
most shamefully inattentive to the welfare of the cause in which they were en-
gaged, their navy had most wonderfully declined from those days when their ships

ainder Van Tromp, and other Dutch admirals, hesitated not a momcent to enter into
D 2 single
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single contest with the first rate ships of Britain,—<¢ The Dutch,” says Sir
Cloudesley, *“ were in the rear with lttle'ships ;. the admiral carrying but 64
guns s they fought very well, but had not weight to- make the enemy gwe
way.” -

Thus 1t 15, that the gradual emersion of nations from obscurity to splendour,.
and their more sudden decline from that splendour, without even the contravention
of any unforeseen or unfortunate causes,. is frequently observable,. if prudence,.
policy, and wisdom, direct not the proper maintenance of it. Such had.been.
the fate of Venice, of Spain, and of Portugal; such was the reverse which the
short-lived pageantry of the naval power of France had experienced 3 and such will
invariably be the fate of every country in the universe, which, after having reached:
that summit which Providence permits and industry grasps at, becomeés either
arrogantly dazzled by the visionary brightness of its own censequence, or supinely
neglectful of these means by which it was attained. The navy of the United
Provinces, which, at the commencement of the eighteenth century, though at that
time considerably past its zenith, consisted of 84 ships of the line, all in condition.
fit for immediate service, had, by the end of the year 1711, been suffered to:
waste, by degrees almost impereeptible, till the States were unable,. according to-
their own shewing, to equip mere than 50 sail*. The peace of Utrecht;. con-
cluded in 17183, contrary to the wishes, and, perhaps to the expectation of the
Dutch, who then saw their error too late, furnished  an additional cause of re~
laxation with regard to their ftate marine; which,, after having given laws to almost’
the whole world, was hastening so rapidly towards its original. insignificance, that

* State of the Navy of the Allies during Queen Anne's War, ‘
English Dutch Dutch Dutch Alled - Allied fleetaccord=

Years. ships. ships, quota.  deficiency.  fleet: ing to treaty..
1702 74 38 44 11 107 118
1703 79 22 47 25 101 126
1704 AV 18 44 26 02 118
1705 79 20 47 27 09 126
1706 78 15 46 31 03 1924
1707 72 27 43 16 09 115
1708 69 25 43 18 04 112
1700 60 =11 42 31 71 102
1710 62 13 37 24 75 99°
1711 59 12 35 23 71 94

Journals of the Houfe of Commeons, vols XVIL.p, 48, 281 Jan. 1 731 %,
they
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they might have feared the power of France alone, had they not relied implicitly
on.the support of Britain, in case of any serious and premeditated attack.

The northern powers of Russia, Denmark, and Sweden, began, at the com-
mencement of the century, to make rapid advances with respect to their marine,
This change was principally owing to the suddenly raised consequence which the
enterprizing and truly patriotic spirit possessed by Peter, surnamed the Great, had:
created with respect to the former country. The fleet which he had, with so much
industry, laid the foundation of in 696, was, by a continuance of the same dili~
gence and indefatigable pains, augmented till 1t almost vied in numbers with that
of France, reduced as she was, by her reiterated contests with Holland and
Britain. It even surpassed that of most other states in Europe (Britain (X~
cepted). In 1709, his newly-raised city of Petersburg, which had emerged so-
suddenly from the morass, on which he thought proper to cause it thould be:
built, as if in defiance of those decrees of nature which seemed to forbid it, be-
came the grand arsenal of his naval force. TIrom that time 1t daily acquired ad--
ditional ftrength and vigour; for,in the same year, after having. travelled through
all the countries in Europe, not with the volatile and superficial temper of a man of
high rank merely inquifitive, but that he mightactually acquire and perfect him-
self in the practical knowledge of every useful science, he assisted in person, and
Bore a part in the labour of laying the keel of a new ship of two decks, mounting.
54 guns. So rapid, so indefatigable, and so sucecessful was this great Prince in.
prosecuting this mighty plan of raising into consequence, as a naval power, a na-
tion which he found destitute of a single ship of war, that in the midft of a myriad-
of other coeval projects, which must have taken up so considerable a.portion of his
attention, he had raised, in the year 1714, a naval force consisting. of more than:
40 ships of the line, as many frigates, and upwards of 150 gallies or small vesscls.

One armament whieh he collected at Revel, in the same year, consisted of 30
ships having two decks, 20 frigates or corveltes, and necarly 100 gallies or tenders.
With a detachment from this force he had the good fortune to baflle the fleet of
Sweden, which was on its passage to- Revel, in the presumptuous hope that;.
through a supposed superiority of skill in naval taétics, the fleet of-the Czar might be
bombarded and destroyed. Nor did his good fortunc, or rather those irrefragable:
proofs of a mind equal to combating and overcoming every difficulty or danger,.
end here; the commanding officer of a detachment which had forced its way
through the opposing Swedes, having sent information to the Czar that' he had

blocked up the rear squadron of the enemy, commanded by Admiral Ehrens--
& .t child,.
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child, consisting of seven ships of the line, besides. frigates- and smaller vessels,
a division of the Russian fleet, commanded by Apraxin, was sent against him,
and, after a well-maintained contest, succeeded in capturing or destroying every

ship of the squadron.
Sweden, which, under the direction of so able a man as Charles the XIIth 1s

universally admitted to have been, might have acquired the highest conscquence
as a nation, particularly dnmng the northern powers of Europe, had it been pos-
sible to have directed those abilities into a proper channel, and confined the
strange 1mpetuosity of his temper with due bounds, was compelled tosink, after a
long and bloody contest, under the talents of the Czar, which were so evidently
superior, whether considered as a warrior, or as a lawgiver and prince entrusted
merely with the civil direction and government of a state. Owing to the peculiax
temper and turn of mind which Charles possessed, the public attention was almost
entirely diverted from the fleet; it was suffered to dwindle considerably from that
state 1n which 1t was left by his predeccssor, and the protection of the country was
transferred to an army, the temporary successes of which, proved ultimately, not
only the destruction of that head-strong prince’s affairs, but pearly involved 'the
statc in irretrievable ruin,

That fleet which, in the year 1700, had, in conjunction with the Dutch and
English squadrons, prescribed laws to Denmark, compelling its monarch, sorely
against his inclination, to sign the pcace of Travendahl, had gradually dwindied
almest into non-existence. Mention is made, indeed, of an inconsiderable Swedish
squadron having ineffectually attempted, in 1704, to force its way into the harbour
of Narva, which was then closely besieged by the Russian army ; but, except
in this instance, and an engagement which took plaee ten years afterwards, as
already related, between a Swedish squadron, commanded by Admiral Ehrens.
child, an officer of the firlt abdity, and the Russian fleet ¥, 1n which the former
was defeated, with the loss of six ships of the line and a frigate, no material service
seems to have been even attempted by it till after the return of the fugitive
Charles to his harrassed and exhausted country.

Denmark might be considered in ncarly a similar situation with regard to her
navy, as the state last mentioned : the military efforts of Sweden naturally di-
reoted the exertions of her ncighbour and rival into the same channel, so that the

* Nortwithstanding this check, or rather defeat, the Swedish officers and seamen still continued to
be considercd as possessing more nautical {kill, knowlcdge, and general ability, than those of any
other flatc among the northern powers.

want
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want of necéssity rendered any attempt towards the improvemeént or augmentation
of its marine unnecessary. Frederick the Iourth, however, though he might
be considered nearly a passive monarch in maritime aflairs during the fourteen first
years of the new century, was not so neglectful of them as to suffer his
navy to perish through inattention. The former eftablishments continued to
be maintained with unimpaired force; and, when any circumftances whatever

tendered the appearance of a Danish squadron at sea politically necessary, it
failed not, at leaft, to command respect, and sometimes to excite terror, in those

against whom it seemed destined to act.
To draw a brief comparative view of the European marine, as it stood in the year

1700, Britain might be said to possess nearly one third of the whole of that force
which was especially equipped for the purposesof war; France and Holland more:
than a second third part; while the minor ftates of Spain, Portugal, Russia, Den-
mark, and Sweden, could boast no greater navy, had the whole of it been united to-
gether, than what could have been sent forth front the ports of England alone,
The fluctuation or alteration which was occasioned by the uninterrupted
continuance of war during the firft fourteen years of the eighteenth century,.
tended but little to affect the proportion just stated. The alteration which
was produced by it was in favour of Great Britain ; the losses sustained by her
not having equalled, by one third, those which T'rance had suffered within the
same period. The marine of Spain had also undergone what might be considered
as a total demolition ; while the contests subsisting between the northern powers
had prevented them, taken in the aggregate, from augmenting that total which
they had possessed at the commencement of them, notwithstanding the wonder-
ful exertion Peter the Great made to raise himself into naval consequence..
Commerce, the customary attendant of maritime pre-emincnce, held not the
same comparative proportion. Diverted from those more insignificant, though re-
freshing streams,. which, had they been permitted to have remained undisturbed,
according to the apparently even disposition of nature, might have better contri-
buted to supply the supposed wants of mankind, became, in great measure;.
temporarily concentered mto one rapid torrent, raging on all fides as if inr proud
defiance of the world, and menacing destruétion on any puny object which threat-
encd to oppose its course., Holland, and the United Provinces, as had been their
practice on former occasions, were, from an attentive diligence,. and by a variety-
of artifices, enabled to acquire to themselves, in the midst of warfare,. the-greater

share of’ those mercantile advantages which had, in former years, been more:
generally



g3 HISTORY OF MARINE ARCHITECTURE;

generally and  equitably distributed over the fice of all Europe. But, though
possessing sufficient powers .to acquire that pre-eminence in the first instance,
Prowdence thought proper to withhold from them that degree .of ability and re-
source in what may be called national consequence, which" were necessary to
maintain it. The advantages became, after a species.of monopoly which continued
only durmg the war, gradually more diffused ; the naval force of the United Pro-
vinces, incompetent to its protection, sunk under the weight of its charge ; and the
benefits which it still continued, though in a more contracted degree, ‘to derive
from commerce, have, since that time, owed their existence to the supineness,
or rather forbearance, of all the rest of Europe.

CHAP,
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CHAPTER THE SECOND.

Account of the Improvements made in Marine Architecture among the different
European Powers during the first Fourteen Years of the Iuighteenth Century.—
The immediate Causes which gave Birth to them, and produced the extraordinary
Augmentation of Vessels in Regard to therr Tonnage as well as Force.—
The Dimensions and Force of the Venetian and Genocse Ships of War ; of those
belonging to Spain, Portugal, France, Holland, Russia, Denmark, ard Stwe-

den.— Description of the Vessels employed for Mercantile Purpeses by those Coun-
iries—the Prevalence of Fashion pointed out, and the different Principles of
Ship-building practised by the Artificers o the Southern, from those of the
Northern States—the Reasons which jirst produced that Distinction, and have
still continued to preserve it.— Remarks on the Marine of Sweden, Russia, and
Denmartk.—The original rude State of the Russian Marine, and the Iroundalion
of its sudden Improvement.— Mild Character of Irederick the Iourth, King of
Denmmarte,—Similarity betrween the Danish and Dutcl Ships.

MPROVEMENT in every branch of science practised or pursued among
what are called civilized nations, generally spreads with rapidity, fertilizing
and adorning those wmore distant countries through which the stream takes its
course, 1n a far superior degree to what it does that parent clime under which t
first burst forth to human sight. A generous, or rather, perhaps, an envious spirit of
emulation, promotes the gradual exertions of the human mind, which, naturally
restless and ambitious, cannot rest in quiet, till it exultingly and arrogantly exclaims,
it has reached the utmost limits of mortal perfection, and is therefore satisfied.

A still superior and more compulsive cause operated to the advancement, both
of the art of navigating vessels, and the mecthod of constructing them. This was
the supposed actual existence of a necessity demanding that .emulation, which
the apparent advantages 1t held forth to luxury and to ambition impressed so
strongly on the human mind, that it soon becoming credited, was.considered as a
reality, It was deemed a political heresy to deny 1t: all states, all governments,
monarchical as well as republican, agreed in this one point; and while the hardy
opposer .of 1t would, under Louis the tyrant, have been condemned to a solitary
seclusion from all the rest of the world, within the walls of the Bastile, the only

VoL, 111, L existing
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existing difference between his hard fate, and that which might have' attended a
free unfettered mind, acting under the more genial influence of what is called a free
government, such as that of Holland was reportéd to be, would have been a more
speedy, though far more violent, termination to his misery, from the savage
fury of his irritated countrymen : his mangled limbs would have been borne in
trrumph through their cities; and the atrocious conduct of the victim would,.
most probably, have been considered by the executive power a sufficient sanction,.
or at least excuse, for the violence of this summary punishment.

If Louss the Fourteenth, in the height of his career, had madly ordered ships
to be built, equalling in dimensions the most extravagant ideas that ever en-
tered the brain of a chimerical projector, and his coffers had been exhausted
in pursuit even of. an useless object; such, nevertheless, would have been the
force and influence of example, that Britain, at least, would have endeavoured to-
outvie his folly, and build vessels, alike intended for the purposes of war and
commerce, still less useful, because they would have been still more unwieldy.
Rivals as these two countries were, in power and in.wealth, it would have been
somewhat singular if cither had monopolized to itself folly and absurdity. Ships
of the first rate, which, till the middle of the preceding century,. had been con-
sidcred as mcteors serving as much to terrify their enemies with the report of theis
thunder, as to awe them by the cffects of the bolts themselves, became objects less
drcadful, because thcy were introduced into much more frequent use. The
dimensions or burthen of vessels of the same nominal rate or force, gradually
enlarged also, till they reached what was then considered as the ne plus wltra of
the artift’s operations.  In this instance, the artificers of Louis himself became the
copyists ; they were not the original contrivers of the system, but the imitators:
or revivors of that practice which Spain, when in the zenith of her naval power,
had endeavoured, though fruitlessly, to carry into execution, as the means of sub--
jugating the world, The frequent reflection made, that original projectors rarely
profit by their speculative ingenuity so much as those who secondarily enter into-
the same system, and, by consequence, improve upon it, was strongly exempli-
hied 1n the fate of Spain, and in the sudden exaltation of Franee into consequence:
as a naval power.

Louis, pursiing the footsteps of the natiens his instructors, became possessed of a:
fleet that would have completely awed them when in their greatest plenitude ef
power.— Nor was it merely in the number of vesscls he possessed, but in their
superior construction, both in regard to mechanical improvement and philo-

sophical
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sophical principle, that he excelled his teachcrs. The cumbrous ornaments
which, at the conclusion of the seventeenth century, loaded the vessels of Yrance,
and, according ¢o the hyperbole of preceding history, might cause, mn ap-
pearance, the very occan to groan under the burthen, became gradually disused ;
or, at least, gave way to the lighter and more elegant simplicity of decoration
used in modern times. The extravagant, if not ridiculous, bulk of the lan-
thorns, was succeeded by contrivances of equal use, though of dimensions very
considerably abridged. The absurd practice which had been before that time
extremely prevalent in France, and in most other countrics possessed of a flcet,
of throwing back the bow of the vessel till its inflexion appeared rather to invite
the approach of the sea than to repell 1, was by slow and almost 1m-
perceptible steps exploded, tll rcason appcared to have dictated the proper
form or contour. Holland and the northern powers, though they preserved that
peculiarity of construction which will probably, to the remotest ages, continue to
distinguish the ships built in one country from thosc of another, followed, in some
degree, the same example. The inflexion of the top-side became less remarkable,
and the chain-plates affixed to the sides, for the seccurity of the masts, ascended,
in ships having three tiers.of guns, from the middle to the upper deck.  Other
European nations followed as at a respectful distance in the tram of improvement ;
and, according to the political rank they held, adopted, from time to time, such
augmentations as appeared sufficient to enable them to maintain it. The Southern
states and kingdoms had indeed little rcason to apprchend they could become
-of less consequence than a coincidence of unfortunate cvents had rendered some
of them ; while, n regard to other potentates, neglect had completely produced
the same effect mistortune had on their neighbours.

"The Venetians and the Genoesc were content with almost implicitly conform-
zng to those customs and mechanical 1deas of their ancestors, which appeared suf-
ficicutly enlarged to answer all the emergencics and necessities of their states.
The navy of Spain, -as well as Portugal, becamc a mcre phantom, or non-cntity,
almost immediately after the commencement of the war; so that all improve-
ments 1n that quarter necessarily fcll into a state of abeyance or arrest. Im France,
the dunensions, or bulk Qf ships, became considerably enlarged. The ordinance of
Louis the X1Vth, published in 1688, had dirccted that ships intended for the first
class or rate should be of 1500 tons burthen enly ; but, after the peace at Ryswic,
those former limits were so much extended, that a short time subsequent to the re-

I, 2 commencement
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commencement of hostilitics it was by no means uncommon for the principal ships
of that country to measure'more than 2000 tens: the same proportienal increase
was adopted' through all the mferior rates ; so that the tonnage of the French navy
royal might be considered as augmented, during the first fourteen- years of the
eighteenth century, at lcast one-fourth. The Dutch, and the ftill more northern
states of Russia, Denmark, and Sweden, contented themselves according to the
example of the Mediterrancan powers, and appeared satisfied that their situation,
and the shallow seas which surrounded their coast, seemed to forbid any extension
of these- principles, which they considered as then carried’as far as their eonves
nicnee, added to propriety and prudence, permuitted.

The commercial marine of Europe, taking' the whole of it in the aggregate,
kept pace with the navies belonging to. the different states. Naturally dependent
on each other for support, the rise or fall of onc necessarily produced the same
effect on the other; This fluctuation, however, very trivially affected the prin-
ciples adopted in constructing vessels intended for mercantile purposes; the
whole, or at least the strongest part of human efforts, being directed to the number
of them. The absurdity and inconvenience attendant on ships of large dimensions;,
being the property of private individuals, soon became too sensibly felt not to
cause a discontinuance of the system.. But the India trade of France, and the
Spanish commerce with Mexico and Peru, or, to-speak nearer the truth perhaps;
the tribute exacted from those countries, appeared imperiously. to-demand a more
powerful and' enlarged establishment of vessels capable of protecting, frem the rude
assaults of enemies, the treasure they might be employed in‘conveying to the sheres
of Europe. With Spain-the mcasure was (nearly had it been called abomgimal) at
Jeast coéval with her sudden acquisition of extensive territory and unexpected wealttr,
Misfortunes, and the natural consequences of her own folly, had reduced her state
marine in no small degrec into the wane;: and the influx of wealth also became,
;n some measure, abridged.  France, cqualiy arabitious and 'avaricious, was re-
strained from launching too far by a certain quality wliich appeared; as 1t" were,
constitutional ; and although the example, the influence of her sovereign had so
far succeeded as to convert a portion of that pursuit which heretofore had been solely
dirccted to military occupations into the channel of commerce, yet the principre
had taken root too decply to be totally eradicated, and the opinion, that Inda,
with the Amcrican colonies were the plmClpal points from whence wealth could

with the greatest ease be derived, served, in some measure, to support that flender
1 character
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character as a commercial state which Irance appcared compclled, by the au-
thoritative will of its ruler, to maintain among nations, contrary to its own incli-
nation.

Holland consoled herself in the hope, and flattered herself with the prospect,
of having craftily secured as much consequence in the commercial world
as she was capable of maintaining. She flattcred hersclf, on account of her al-
liance with England, with possessing every advantage that could have been reaped
had she continued to maintain her marinc in that proud extent it was when she
pretended to give laws to every other state in the universe. After having studiously
contemplated, with a physiognomical attention, the political fcaturcs which distin--
guish the character and the minds of one nation from another; she imagmned she
had discovered an mtermediate character, considered as a nation alone, forming.
the link between France and hersclf.  She attributed to Britain a zeal for military
glory ; inferior, indeed, to the extravagant, romantic, character of Irance, but at
the same time sufficiently disdainful of what are called the advantages of commerce,
to permit her to reap the benefits resulting. from 1t unmolested,.whtle the supposcd
dupe should remain content with the illustrious title of her patron and de-
fender. There certainly was some truth in the idea ; and cach of the partics ap-
peared, for somc tume, so well sausfied with the characters allotted to them, that
neither the cxpence unnecessarily incurred by the one, nor the influx of
wealth so casily acquired by the other, appcared to awaken either to a sense
of the folly and impropriety of their mutual conduct. The navy of the
States sunk almost into obscurity, while the shipping of the country mcrcascd
not only in numbers, but, individually speaking, in the burthen.of the vessels,
beyond any former precedent, and almost exceeding credibility..

With regard to fashion and principles of the art, the Dutch, in conformity
with that partiality which they had so long manifested towards the customs of’ their
ancestors, seemed totally disinclined to encourage any improvement or alteration
whatever. Like their pictures, the ornaments of their vessels were suited to their
own taste; and the decorations as well asforms uscd by all other countries appeared
to them as inclegant and mmproper. The lincaments of the child casily proved:
its pedigree in all cases when nature did not interpose, and turn the promunent
feature into a different cast. The Venctian navy had given birth to that of

Spain; and the United Provinces, though they had thrown off the yoke of the
latter country, had not as yet acquired so independent a way of thinking, as to

rid themselves totally of all attachment to her customs, both mn ship-building and
1
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in dress. Some allowance 1s to be made for those variationsswhich a difference of
climate and situation unavoidably create; and the extended breadth of the Dutch
vessel of war, as well as of that intended for the higher purposes of .commerce,
such as the trade to India ; which might be thought, by some persons sceptically
inclined, to destroy similitude so materially as to render 1t impossible to trace the true
lineal connection with that of Spain; was rendered unavoidable, as well by the situa-
tion of the country, asby the natural propensity which the Hollanders entertained -
‘toward rendering their vessels as capacious ;as possible. They had observed the
difference of fashion which both the English and the French adopted in the con-
struction of their vessels, more particularly of the stern-part: they found on reflection
that the enormous elevation to.which their. maritime forefathers, the Spaniards, had
been so much addicted, and to which they then in great measure adhered, was not
only inconvenient but dangerous, and they were content to yield so far to convic-
tion, as to abridge the heiﬁght. But the alteration that was made consisted merely 1n
compressing it in such a manner that the stern of a Dutch ship differed only from
that of the Spaniards in this, that the onec might be compared to a column 1n its pro-
per elevation 3 the other to a pillar, which, having been originally formed with the
samc mouldimgs, and of the same contour, had becn beaten down by some
violent imechanical power till at was only half the altitude with the former, but
containing just the same quantity of material, and only distorted in its appearance.
The attention neccssarily bestowed by Spain on the construction of the vessels
called gallcons, was faithfully imitated by the subjects of the United Provinces,
in regard to those that were intended to waft to the shores of Europe, com-
modities that, owing to the comparative casc with which they were pro-
curcd, might be said almost to vie with the trcasures of Mexico and Peru.
Many, if not the greater part of them, were of force equalling those which had,
in the preceding century, been considered as ships of war ; for 1t was no uncommon
thing for them to. mount forty, {ifty, or even fixty guns; having a tonnage or burthen
proportioned to their force. It therefore became by no means a matter of wonder
that this nation of merchants should, from {the actual force with which they
braved the occan, render the most powerful of the Asiatic empires tributary or
submissive to their wills; and that they should threaten, in case of resistance, to
shake their governments even to their very foundations, or annihilate therr ex-
istence as independent countrics. |
However carefully the subjects of the United States, whether considered 1n

their private capacity as ship-builders, or that more publjc one which regardea
the
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the navy of their government, might copy the fashions of Spain in all the parts that
met the eye from the surface of the water upward, the semblance rested there;
for no two countrics, pcrhaps, ever varted more materially in their ideas-or practice
as far as related to that part of the hull which was immersed in the water. Spain,
which had been taught by the Venetians and other Mediterranean powers, and’
had practised the galley principle of building so long as to indelibly fix it on
the minds of the artists, had neither the inclination, nor was she under the neces-
sity of completely altering those principles, 1n the use of which she experienced
no inconvenience. With Holland the casc was different. The clegant shape of
the galley, particularly in its bow, or fore part, though remarkably well fitted
to- the more tranquil navigation of the Mediterranean, was extremely ill-adapted.
to encounter the tempestuous surge of the German ocean; added to which con--
sidcration,. the extravagant expence necessarily attendant upon the construction of
a vessel so formed, in comparison with that which appeared, and certainly was
better suited to the views of a commercial nation, would have rendered the rejec-
tion of the Spanish system certain on the very fisst inspection..

As 1t 1s mathematically eertain, that the greater thebreadth whichisgiven to a vesscl,.
the less will be the expence in constructing 1t proportioned to the commoditics
that it will be able to contain ;. this principle, acting forcibly on the minds of a
commercial people, naturally gives the same result as, even 1n the remote ages of
antiquity, were manifest 1n the distinctions between the commercial and warlike
marines belonging to thé Greeks, the Romans, and the Carthaginians.

The northern maritime powers, Penmark, Sweden, and Russia, held, at thig
time, i1 respect to political society, a far more elevated rank thon could be
claimed, perhaps, by any of the more southern, and certainly morc ambitious,
states.  Placed by nature in a cold and inhospiteble climate,. they appeared satis-
fied with the condition and situatien which fate had imperiously imposed on them ;
and were little anxious in interfering with the luxuries embraced with avidity by
the inhabitants of more southern regions. Their commerce was hmited, their
wants few, and their ambition, as to-acquiring wealth, extremely contracted. Con-
tented with the office of being sometimes employed as the transporters into foreign
countries of commoditics produced in their own, they sought little or no extension

{' their commercial marine beyond those bounds that were necessary for so limited
a purpose. The dread{ul wars in which they were frequently engaged against
each other, and the trivial petty disputes which occasionally appearcd to thrcaten:

contests with. Britain, with France, and with Holland, ongmated cither in the
personal
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personal enmity existing between the sovereigns of the different countries, or some
" frivolous and punctilious dispute ridiculously roused and speedily suppressed. The
wars, dreadful as they were, which deluged Sweden, and Russia, and Poland, with
blood, were not the wars of the people, but the efforts of one prince at the head of
an uncivilized nation, boldly standing forth to prevent his country being over-run
by a troublesome and restless neighbour, who, confiding in the superior skill of his
soldiers or his seamen, particularly the former, held no authority for the commence-
ment of hostilities so high as his own inclination. Influenced by moderate appe-
tites, it would have been wonderful if the temperance of the public mind had
been debauched by speculative enquiry, or a thirst of knowlege and experiment in
an art, the extravagant extension of which the people considered immaterial to their
happiness. It was natural for them to study the principles and copy the practice
of any country whose approximate situation afforded an easy opportunity .of dili-
gently observing them; and from this ratural connection, as 1t may fairly be styled,
arose that affinity which has long subsisted between the systems of marine archi-
tccture, particularly when confined to the commercial class, and which has distin-
guished .the vessels of the countries just mentioned, added to those of Holland,
irom those of perhaps every other.quarter of .the world,

To struggle against.the 1igid decrees of nature appears one of the hardest tasks
imposcd on the human.race. Yet, as if that task were sent by Providence as a special
scourge on the vices of mankind, the contest 1s more frequent than bad men will al-
low, or good men can wish. Some countries appear wonderfully gifted with
the production of many of those articles and materials which are of the first
necessity to the creation of a marine, but at the same time the want of others
positively oppose the acquisition of more thana limited rank. Were the ports of the
Baltic as accessible to ships of enlarged burthen and great draught of water; wwere
thcoak of those northern countries as durable as thatwhich is produced in somewhat
milder latitudes, or were the soil as productive of it, however inferior its quality, as
it is of the fir; the competition would in all likelihood be vain and frivolous. The
states of southern Europe would be compelled, for their own safety, to cement
themselves with each other in close confederacy, or the seat of maritime empire
would become, perhaps, irrevocably transferred into the more northern regions. But,
in the dispensation of the bounties of nature, there appears an equity and equality
which opposes pre-eminent rule, and seems to prescribe to the tyrant the utmost
limits whither he shall extend his power. Inreviewing the characters of the severgl
potentates who governgd the countries alluded to at the early part of the eighteenth

century,
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century, so manifest a difference is apparent between them, that it might be a
matter of doubt, if there were any .other than men, whether they were not
beings of a distinct species from each other. Posterity views, almost with indig-
nation, the wild attempts of Charles to raise himself into the arbiter of northern
Europe, though his people were groaning under every accumulation of misery
which the horrors naturally attendant on war could bring upon them. In Russia,
the interposition of a single river produced an mtire change of sentiments and of
pursuits, The rude inhospitable desart was converted, fast as human exertions
could effect the change, into a state of cultivation and plenteous produce, while
the austerity of the noble became gradually, though slowly, softened by an inter-
course with countries whose very names, perhaps, had been unknown to the
preceding generation. The rude floats, which might be considered as aboriginal,
for they varied but little from those that had been used in the earliest ages of
navigation, became suddenly formed mto vessels vying almost in elegance, in
use, and in consequence, with those of neighbouring countries whose artists had
held, for a number of ages, their skill in the science as of very considerable
value. That this wonderful revolution should have been effected by the attention
and resolution of a prince in direct opposition to the stubborn prejudice of his sub-
jects 1s certainly extraordinary in the extreme, and may not improbably appear to
future ages as fabulous, As an intermediate character between the preceding ex-
tremes of princely attention and monarchical neglect, stands the mild and placid
example of Frederic the Fourth ; constantly attentive to the interests and wishes
of his people, he neither strove to plunge them into wars by any inconsiderate
attempt to increase his own dominion, nor did he suffer their consequence to sink
below that regular rank which they had so long held as a brave and commercial
people.  He justly considered the use of arms and the swords of his subjects as
intrusted to him, not for the gratilication of his own vanity and ambition, but as
to be directed by him solely to their wellure and their defence.  He regarded
commerce 1 its truc light; as conferring, while restramned within its proper
limits, a myriad of benelits, but bearing in the other hand a no less extensive
cataloguc of evils, when mmprudently cherished as the only micans of rendering
a country great and respectable.  He wiscly treated it as an impassioned friend,
who, while he could conduct himsel( with sobricty, contributed materially to the
civilization, the comfort, and the pleasures of his people ; but asone, who, wlicn
inebriated, threw off all those distinctions which render society indurable, and

by rendering the manners of the people corrupt as well as dissolute, threatened not

You. III, I only
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only ‘to enervate, but to destroy them. Actuated by these considerations, he
neither encouraged speculative projects, nor suffered the honest industry of his
subjects to dwindle under a cold neglect. Their intercourse with: the most distant
quarters of the world “was carried on without opposition, or even murmur, from
other countries, because no intention was betrayed of rendering those pursuits, which,
1n their first intent, were proper and beneficial, injurioué: to the rest of the world,
by an undue or inequitable extension. Under a prince possessing such moderate,
and certainly such enviable qualities, the historian can little expect to meet with any |
of those exalted proofs of improvement in a science, whose arts were considered by
him as practised to the utmost extent which he deemed necessary, when he assumed
the direction and guidance of his people. Built in conformity with the fashion of
their neighbours, the. inhabitants of the United Provinces, their inferior vessels of
commerce might almost universally have been confounded, by even a curious ob-.
server, with each other ; while those few which they possessed of the superior class
were as little distinguishable from those of the Hollanders as the former. Thus
did the marine of Europe become as it were divided into two classes, and the dis-
tinctions have been invariably preserved down to the present time.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER THE THIRD.

Condition of the British Navy at the Commencement of the Eighteenth Century.—
The Augmentation which it erpericnced during the laiter Part of the Reign of
William I'll.—Its State at the Time of that Monarch's Death.— Recommence-
ment of Hostilities with France, and Account of the British Ileet sent on the
Ezrpedition against Cadiz—the Failure of that Interprize—rits subsequent Suc-
cess against Vigo.— I'orce employed during the Year 1704, under the Orders of
Sir George Rooke and Sir Cloudesley Shovel.— Accownt of the Battle which took
place off Malaga.— Statement of the Dritish IForce employed during the subse-
quent Years of the War in the M editerrcmec}n and the Atlantic.— Recapitulation of
the Number of British Ships employed inf the West Indies ; exhibiting the Force
and Number of the Vessels in that Station in cach particular Year.— Remarks on
the Civil Economy and Management of Maritime Affairs during the whole
Reign.—The Murmurs of the British Merchants, in Consequence of the pre-
tended Neglect shewn to the Commercial Imierest—rwith other Grievances con-
tained in various Petitions presented to the House of Peers.— Report of their
Lordships thereon.— Answer of his Royal Highness Prince George of Denmark
to the Remonstrance—uwith cursory Observations on the Whole of the Proceedings,

YHE conclusion of the peace at Ryswic necessarily produced a relaxation
from the actual equipment of ships of war; but it had not the same cffect
on the construction or preparation of them, so that they might be soon put in a state
of active service in any case of sudden emergency. The royal navy, at the con-
clusion of the seventeenth century, had acquired an increase during the last
twelve years, which were 1t not established on grounds incontrovertible, and cven
indubitable, might excite much room i future ages for historic doubt and the
cavil naturally attendant on remote search.

The augmentation of the British navy had not been confined mercly to the
increase of numbers, but in many instances had included the enlargement of
the ships themsselves. Eleven ships of the third rate, mounting eighty guns each,
were launched within the first five years of the preceding rcign; so that the
number of ships of war actually composing the fleet, became more than doubled

ere the conclusion of the seventeenth century. The experience derived from the
¥ 2 CXCIE1011S
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exertions made by France during the preceding contest, taught the nation, as
well as the government, that no remission of exertion ought to take place that
could in any degree contribute towards keeping so active and dangerous a foe in
constant check. Britain, at the commencement of the eighteenth century,
scemed to hold, as by the joint consent of all Europe, the honourable, and cer-
tainly enviable office of mediator between all countries involved either in war, or
in dispute.  The appearance of her flect, in conjunction with the small reinforce-
ment which joined it for form-sake from Holland, secured for a time the naval
tranquillity of northern Europe; and refiored almost by its appearance only,
peace to Charles of Sweden, whose early age and depressed situation naturally
seemed, at that time, to claim protection and support. The gentleness with which
this service was executed, will stand to the latest ages a proud and indelible ex-
ample of Britain’s forbearance, and her attention to the intereft of that very anta-
gonist, from which she came first to demand equity, and secondly to punish, should
useless obstinacy render it necessary, When Charles, in all the plenitude of that
power at the head of which he then considered himself, viewing the force of the
armament which was sent to his relief, complained that the bombs of the alhed
powers either flew over, or fell short of the Danish fleet, the English commander-
in-chief mildly and memorably replied, that he was “sent thither to serve the
““ king of Sweden, but nat to ruin the king of Denmark.”

This expedition was scarcely concluded, ere Louis the Fourteenth, conceiving
himself sufficiently recruited from those numerous disasters which he had ex-
perienced in the preceding contest, betrayed a manifest inclination of again dis-
turbing the peace of Europc by an attempt to dictate to England who should be
its sovercign,  On the death of the unfortunate James, the proclamation of that
personage whose legitimacy had been so strenuously disputed by the people ot
England, became an insult that could scarcely be passed over in silence, even
though the subsequent conduct of the French monarch had not been such as con-
vinced the world that the mere form, affronting as it might be, was not intended
as an empty compliment to the pretended son of his deceased friend.  Under the
apprehension of that event, which was clearly foreseen, but which it as yet lay
in the womb of time to discover when it would actually take place, orders were
given for the immediate equipment of all the ships in the British navy that were
in the best state for immediate service, Such was the condition of the marine
at that time, and such the exertions made in expediting the public service, that,

in the space of little more than six months, upwards of ninety ships of the line of
battle
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battle were actually ready to put to sea, exclusive of many others which were in
so great a state of forwardness, as to promise a spcedy and very powerful rein-

forcement.
The main, or Channel fleet, which was put under the orders of Sir George

Rooke, consisted of forty-eight ships of two decks; thirty-two of which mounted
fixty guns and upwards. The report of these measures appcared to have a tempo-
rary effect in deferring the mischievous storm ; but the death of William*, which
took place soon afterwards, having, as it was supposed, materially altercd the
state of parties 1n England, and rendered the cause of the Pretender infinitely
less desperate, on account of the number of opponents, whose weight 1t was ima-
gined the demise of the late king had taken off ; Louis thought himself so strong,
that it was no longer necessary to temporise, or act with reserve. In less than two
months after the accession of Queen Ann, war was formally declared, and every
preparation continued to be unremittingly made for the purpose of carrying on

#* At the Death of King William the Royal Navy consisted of

Rates. Numnber. Guns. Men.

i - 7 carrying 702 and 5,228

a9 -~ 14 - 1,260 - 8,834

3 - 47 -~ 3,451 — 21,478

A - 692 | - 3,226 - 16,104

5 - 36 - 1,170 - 4,947

§] - 15 - 300 - 1,650

Fire-ships - 1] - - - 405
Bomb Vessels - 13 - ( - 450
Y achts - = 15 ~ - - 336
Advice Boats - 3 - — 115
Brigantines — 5 - - = 175
Sloops - - 10 - - 335
Pink ~ - 1 LUInall about - 300 - ~ ~ 920
Ketch ~ - 1 - - 50
Store Ships - 3 —~ - = 123
Hulks - - 12 ~ - 225
Hoys - - 16 - - = 75
Smacks - - 0 - - 12
Hired Store Ships -~ 3 -~ - = 132
Hospital Ships  —- 7 - L - 335
283 10,469 61,119

the
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the contést with the utmost spirit and vigour.” Squadrons were detached even in
the most distant quarters of the world ; and -after every other service had been
carefully provided for, a fleet, consisting of thirty British ships of the line, was
sent on the expedition to Cadiz, independent of a force, still more formidable,
which was left for the protection of the Channel -against any unforeseen attempt
that might be made by the enemy on the shores of Britain 1itself, during the ab-
sence of Sir George Rooke *. ~ -

* His Fleet-consisted of the following Ships :

Guns.
Royal-Sovereign (Sir George Rooke) - - 110
Saint-George (Rear Admiral Fairborne, bearing the white flag) 06
Prince-George (Vice Admiral Hopson, bearing thered flag) -~ 90
Triumph (Rear Admiral Graydon, bearing the blue flag) - 90

Association - - 90
Barfleur v - 00
Cambridge: - B - 80
Cumberland - - - 80
Torbay - ‘ 80
Boyne - - - 80
Ranelagh - | - 80
Somerset - - . 80
Monmouth -~ - 70
Essex - h - 70
Orford - ~ ~ 70
Yarmouth — — 70
Grafton -~ - 70
Lenox - - 70
Berwick - - 70
Nortliumberland - | — 70
Stirling- Caftle - ~ 70
Burford - - - 70
Expedition - — 70
Chichefter - - 70
Swiftsure — - 70
Kent - - 70
Bedford - | - 70
Eagle - - 70
Plymouth - - 60
Pembroke . - 60

In all 30: with which were joined 20 Dutch, bearing 5 flags.
The
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The failure on the attempt on Cadiz was occasioned by events and mismanage-
ment which nothing diminish the maritime consequence of Britain, and the force
employed by her on that expedition. Ample recompence was, however, made
for this disappointment by the success ‘obtained by this hitherto luckless arma-
ment when on its return home. Fifteen ships of war ¥, of two decks, several
of them mounting seventy guns and upwards, together with seven frigates, or
vessels of inferior rate, belonging to the French, were cither captured or
destroyed at Vigo. The Spaniards, who had bcen compelled to accept the
protection’ of that force, were scarccly less unfortunate. They lost, indeed,
but three ships of war, which were all they had therc to lose; but thirtcen
galleons, laden with specic to an immense amount, either fell into the hands of
the assailants, or were destroyed. |

The armaments of the year 1703 rose still more formidable, and the success
which ultimately attended the operations of the former expedition, appeared as an
additional incentive and encouragement to the greatest possible exertions. Thirty-
eight ships of the line were equipped for the main fleet, to be employed in the
Channel, or the Atlantic, under the orders of Sir George Rooke; while thirty-five
others of the same description, with a sufficient number of frigates and smaller
attendant vessels, were dispatched to the Mediterranean, on an expedition rather
unavoidably undertaken for the purpose of eftecting a diversion to the arms of
France, by relieving the Cevenois. Britain might, during this year, without
arrogance, be said to ride mistress of the ocean.  Her fleets were unopposed in
every quarter ; but the successes of the year, through the caution of the encmy,
were limited to the casual capturc of a cruizer, or the terception of some in-
considerable convoy. The squadrons cmployed in different parts of the world,
added to the fleets whose numbers have been just recounted, prove the Bii-
tish marine to have consisted of at lcaft onc hundred ships of the line, ac-
tually in commussion. France prudently declined the contest against so superior a
foc ; but, though compelled to submit to the humiliation, resolved to make cvery
possible effort i its power to render it as short as possible. At the conclusion
of this year, the Royal Navy sustained an injury, though not from the hands of
the enemy, far more dreadful than perhaps it had ever experienced in any con-
test whatever with the foe. Eight ships of the line, one of them a second rate,
together with five frigates, were completely wrecked in that tremendous busricane

* See p. 19, et seq.
which
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which took place on the 26th day of November: but the severity of the stroke,
great as it certainly was, proved not to have perceptibly weakened the force em-
ployed, nor diminished the future exertions of the nation. Squadrons succeeding
to squadrons, were dispatched to Lisbon, under the admirals Rooke, Leake, and
Dilks. Charles of Austria, whose pretensions to the crown of Spain were sup-
ported by all the weight of the British power, was conveyed to the Tagus with
considerable pomp ; and the power of the allies seemed on the point of dictating to
Spain, or to any other country where they chose to assume such a right, who
should be placed over it as its sovereign. 'While operations of this kind were pur-
sued to the southward, a fleet of twenty-five ships of the line was put under the
orders of Sir Cloudesley Shovel, to counteract the movement of a French arma-
ment then in a complete state of equipment in Brest, under the command of the.
Count de Thoulouse. The instructions given to the admiral decidedly prove the
perfect conviction entertained by the British ministers, that the fleet intrusted with
the detence of the nation was fully competent to its task in all quarters of the
world, under any circumstances that could possibly occur. The blockade of
Brest, provided the enemy had not quitted that port previous to the arrival of the
British armament on the station, or itsimmediate pursuit of them, in case of their
previous * escape, formed the principal features of those orders, and the enemy

| having

* Iis Force consisted of the following Ships :

| Men. Guns.
Saint George -~ - SELL 06
Namur - 6S0 06
Barfleur - - 710 00
Torbay - - 500 30
Shrewsbury - - 540 I,
Boyne - —~ 300 50
Norfolk - - 500 80
Ranelagh -~ ~ 535 80)
Dorsetshire - - 500 50
Royal-Oak - 500 76
IEssex - - 440 70
Warspight - - 540 70
Orford - - 140 70
Swiftsure - - 440 70
Lenox - ~ 440 70
Nassau - - 410 70

Rupert
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having been fortunate enough to get out before the arrival of Admiral Shovel, and
intelligence being received that they had proceeded to the southward, the admiral
repaired to Lisbon with the greater part of his fleet, after ordering back to Eng-
land such ships as were deemed superfluous, or whose presence the emergencics
of the state might render neccssary ncarer home. The junction between the
British commanders took place without the smallest difficulty 3 and the collec-
tion of the whole force belonging to thc enemy was also effected with as little
impediment.  The greater part of the Irench navy was now drawn together at one
point, while that of the allies, at least such part of their forcc as they deemed neces-
sary to the great occasion, appearcd in array to oppose their focs.  The event of
the war appearcd to hang on the dcciston, and the rest of the world might have
considered the conduct of Louis as indicative of a dctermunation to put his own
assumed greatness, and the claims of the Duke of Anjou, to the short arbitrament
of a general and decisive encounter. The opcrations commenced auspiciously on the
part of Britain: the strong fortress of Gibraltar was attacked and carried by the con-
federates almost on the moment of assault ; and the event of the battle of Malaga, in
which the Count de Thoulouse received a signal defeat from a part of the combined
flect *, proved the decided superiority which the actual force of the Allfes

Men. Guns.

Rupert - ~— 440 70
Revenge - - 440 70
Moderate - - 365 G0
Gloucester - - 365 6o
Monk - —~ 365 60
Medway - -~ 365 60
Kingston - - 365 60
Assurance - - 365 60
Triton - - 280 50
Brideewater,

R oebuck.

Lightening fire-ship.
Vulcan fire-ship.
Vultare fire-ship.
Terror homb.
William and Mary yacht.
Princess Ann hospital ship.
% Four English ships of the line, and six Dutch, had been accidentally detached on different
services a few days previous to the action. .

Vor. III. G had
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had substantially acquired, independent of that vain and arrogant boasting made
by nations on some occasions, of supertor skill and more exalted prowess ¥,
Britain and the United Provinces laboured, however, under a very serious inconve-
nience with respect to their foe 3 an inconveniencewhich, if properly and energeti-
cally improved upon, must have considerably lessened the disparity in point of
strength, which proved the little reason for apprehension that the Confedcrates had to
entertain as to the future naval events.  While the fleets of France had ports 1 their
own immediate posscssion, or friendly to them, and their mferest, ever at hand to
receive them, in case of discomifiture, or injuries sustained by tempests, as well as
other causes that might be called natural; while the best harbours in Spain were
cver ready to afford them an asylum when inferior to their antagonists, or to allow
them to pour forth into the ocean in all the arrogance of superionty, if such ever
should prove the situation of their affairs ; the Confederated Powers were far distant
from their own coasts ; they had no ports in which they could hope for relief in casg
of any of the accidents just mentioned befalling them ; nor was there even a creek
in which they could expect shelter, from the Streights of Gibraltar to the British
Channel, Lisbon excepted. Awkwardly situated as they were 1n this respect, neces-
sity taught the Confederates to provide against contingencies, and render the Tagus,
incommodious as it was on many accounts, a sufficient check both to the ports of
the Atlantic, and of the Mediterranean also. Alive to the great advantage, and 1n
the hope of converting it toits best use, repeated attempts were made by the Irench
to repossess themselves of the fortress of Gibraltar, ere its garrison was sufhiciently
reinforced, and its fortifications so matcrially improved, as to permit its defying as-
sault. The attempt was spirited; but the events unfortunate. They scemed only to
add to those proofs which had already appeared of the declining state of the Irench
marine, and its total want of means to recover its pristine greatness. The success
which had attended hitherto the opcrations of the combined powers nothing abated
the exertions of Britain, for her navy is said to have consisted, in the year 1705, of
one hundred and twenty-nine ships, thcn reputed of the line, seven of which
were first rates.  In addition to these, she possessed sixty-four frigates, and eighty-
six sloops of war, fire-ships, or vessels of inferior note ; so that, notwithstanding
the fatal mischief occasioned by the great storm, and. the other disasters naturally
attendant on a state of warfare, her fleet had actually been increased seven ships,

* The combined fleet, atthe time of the battle of Malaga, consisted, had the whole been colleted

together, of forty-five English and eighteen Dutch ships.
equal,
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cqual, from the number of guns mounted on-board them, to third rates of the in-
ferior class. The events of the year 1705 have very little interest to recommend
them to public notice; for though armaments were sent out as before on the difterent
stations, except from that circumstance, the people might almost have persuaded
themselves the nation was in a state of pcace, had they not been reminded of the
contrary by the repeated intelligence of various successes, which. though, perhaps,
not entirely connected with the navy, scrved to establish.its pre-cminent charac-
ter. The succeeding year passed on iIn nearly the same.statc, The relicf of
Barcelona, the surrender.of which had graced the arms of Charles and his sup-
porters the preceding-year, continued to him the same fixed, conhidence in the
assistance of his all-powerful friends. The swrender of Carthagena, of Alicant, ot
the islands of Ivica and Majorca, added also to the triumphs of Britain, .and the
cncouragement of the Archduke’s hopes.  The occurrences of the cnsuing ycar
proved to be still more interesting.  An assault of Toulon, that port where all the
naval power, which Irance possessed on the ade of the Mediterrancan, had taken
refuge, was decidedly resolved on, and mecasures, considered as adequate to the
purpose, were taken to render the event of the cxpedition successtul. A con-
sidcrable land army, headed by that renowned captain, the duke of Savoy,.ad-
vanced from Italy to besiege 1t on one side, while the harbour was blockaded,
the forts which defended 1t assailed, and the ships which confided their protec-
tion to them were destroyed, by the bombs, or the furious cannonade of the com-
bined flect, under the orders of Sir Cloudesley Shovel.  The failure of this enter-
prize is not, therefore, n the smallest degree, attributable to the mefficacy of the
marine attack, but to causes which it werc totally immatenal to relate in this place.
Glorious as it thus proved, as far as the navy was concerned, whose exertions,
during the assault, had inflicted a loss on the enemy of no less than cight ships of
the line * 5 its termination was fatal, but the misfortune was incurrced, not by the
hands of the enemy, but by the opcrations of Providence. The victorious flcet had,
as it is well known, nearly accomplished its return to England, when, through a fatal
mistake, the Association, of ninety-six guns, the Eagle, of seventy, with two others
of inferior rate, and a fire-ship, were wrecked on the rocks of Scilly. The mistortuncs
attendant on the British navy were not confined to this disaster.  Conlessedly su-
perior as her marine was, the peculiar management of Louis, with regard to lus
squadronsin the Atlantic, proved far more injurious to the maritime and the commer-
cial interests of Britain, than he had cver been able to cffect in the grander and more

% Sec page 12,
G 2 extensive
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extenstve scale of naval operations.  Six two or three~-decked ships, the Cumber-
land and the Devonshire, of eighty guns; the Grafton and the Hampton-Court of
seventy 3 with the Chester and Ruby, of fifty guns each, fell mnto the hands of the
enemy, together with a considerable number of valuable merchant vessels, in whose
detence the utmost gallantry was exerted.  Notwithstanding, however, these
irremediable accidents, the navy became actually increased one ship of the line
and two frigates, within the last twelve months. The failure of the expedition,.
undertaken by the French court in behalf of the Pretender, proved, in 1708, the
wonderful energy which England, in case of neccssity, was capable of exerting
with regard to her marine *, 1t extinguished the then nearly expiring hopes of
‘¥rance, and the war might be said to continue, like the remains of a conflagra-
tion, which having already consumed what was considered valuable, the extin-

guishment of the embers was constdered as an useless labour.

Not, however, to pass in total silence over the period which intervened ere the
peace of Utrecht actually took place, fleets were annually equipped, and the
command of them given to officers not infertor, either in spirit or ability, to those
under whose conduct Britain had most proudly triumphed. But Louss, warned
by his misfortunes, confined himself merely to the delensive system, whether in
the Mecditerranean or on the Atlantic ; so that the services of Sir John Jennings, Sir
John Norris, Sir John Leake, and Mr. Aylmer, were confined merely to the atten-
tion of keeping their flcet in constant order to repel the enemy, 1n case they should
be hardy enough to venture out of their own ports.

Such were the exertions made by Biitain, in defence of her own coasts, and 1n
the attack of those belonging to her enemy : but, though those particulars which have
been slenderly recounted might have been deemed a sufficient proof of her mari-
time strength and consequence, yet, others made by her in distant quarters, where
-he had no succour or assistancc from her allies, fully proved her strength to be
cqual to every necessity, and that the non-reduction of every colony possessed by
France, in the West Indies, as well as other parts of the world, was far from
being ascribable to any want of efficient force employed on those stations.  Coms-
plaints, indced, succeeded to complaints; disaffection or cowardice, at one time
want of co-operation in the collateral branches of the service, at another; and a
variety of inferior causes, united in rendering the events of war, generally unsuccess-
ful, not unfrequently dicastrous, and sometimes even disgraceful. These occurrences,
however, were by no means attributable to the force and quality of the squadrons

¥ See raze 16,

employed
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employed on those stations, as will appear evident from the subjoined authentic

l1st *,

* Jamaica.

Ships.

1 of
E N —
h — —
1 —

1702 =~ = 5 r—
34 o~ -
4 -
1 fire-ship.
2 bomb vessels.

703 — -

3 fire-ships.
2 bomb vessels,

1704 - -
1 sloop.

fire-ships.
1 of
1 - -
1705 = = j -
o -
1 sloop.

of

D e

I

D W

Guns.

70
64
60
54
483
32
Q4

80
70
60
50
32
2.4

50
30

24

60
30
40
2%

Ships.

]

et Bl s e

Barladoes and Leward

Islands,

GUHS-

of 39

aled

of 50

of 50

The
Together,
Ships, Guns,
1 of 70
2 - - 64
14 -~ 45 - 60
1 — - 54
i’ - 48
5 _ 3 - — 32
2 | - 24
1 fire-ship.
2 bomb vessels,
{ 3 of 80
4 - —
25 — 70
10 - 60
8 - - 50
f 1 - 36
NI i 2 - - 32
0 — 24
3 fire-ships.
2 bomb vessels.
1) of 50
8 - - 30
10 ~
R
1 sloop.
2 fire-ships.
1 of 70
() - 1 — — 60
7 - 50
[ 3 — - 40
1O w= 2 - 32
R -~ 24

1706
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“The ineffectual gallantry and: miserable fate of Benbow, whose force, had it
co-operated with him, according to his own wishes and intentions, was equal to

the
Jamaica. | Barbadoes and Leeward Together.
' Islands.
Ships, = Guns. - Ships. Guns. Ships. Guns.
' 2 . of 70 'r 2 of 70
3 -t - 64 11 - 43 - o~ 61
3 - 54 3 of 54 )l.ﬁ - 54
1706 = = 2 - - 42 1 - 42 3 ~ - 43
A — 30 6 - 30 12 ~— {B — 30
2 sloops. 1 -~ 18 {1 -~ - 18
2 fire-ships. 2 sloops.
2 fire-ships.
[2 of 70 2 of 70
3 - 54 3 of 54 6 - 54
1707 - 4 - 50 1 -~ 40 1 - ~ 40
[ 5100p 3 - 30 { 7 - 30
2 fire-ships. 5 - 24 5 - - 24
1 sloop.
2 fire-ghips.
(2 ot 70 {sz of 70
2 64 2 - -~ 64
1708 = 4 54 3 of 54 6 - 54
1 42 3 — 492 4 - -~ 492
3 30 1 - 30 {1 - 30
1 ﬁre—slup. 2 - 24 2 — - 24
1 fire-ship.
1 of 70 I ] 20
1 - - 64 1 ver 64
1709 = - 43 - 54 3 of 54 1 6 - 54
2 - - 42 1 - 49 J’ 6 - ~ 49
1 - 36 ] - 24 1 - 36
T - 24
2 of 64 2 of 64
1710 = = {5 “ - 54 4 of 54 {g —_ - 5.4
1 - 49 4 —~- 492 3 - 49
1 ~ - 30 1 -~ 30 {2 -~ - 30
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the task of totally effecting the ruin of the enemy’s squadron, was endeavoured
to be avenged, bv sending very formidable detachments thither in the ensuing
year ; but no material injury was effected on the land-possessions of the enemy,
owing to the sickness or inmadequate force of the land army. From this time,
‘Britain appeared to be content with the mere power of reigning mistress, and de-
stroying the commerce of the enemy in those seas, without risquing the lives of her
soldiers. The naval transactions which took place in more inferior quarters being
conducted on principles nearly similar, require but little comment or historical de-
tail.  All parties were sufficiently tired of bloody and ineffectual contest. Louis,
waving all farther hopes of being able to assume to himself his once arro-
gantly hoped-for title of emperor of the sca, appeared perfectly willing to wait
till some more favourable period ; and Britain, together with her ally, saw, too
late, the folly of attempting to impose a sovereign on the Spaniards contrary to
their own wishes and their own inclinations.

Although the events of the preceding contest had by no means been produc-
tive of those brilliant and glittering honours, which the superiority of force pos-
sessed by Britain and its ally over France might seem to promise ; though the
losses sustained in her marine, taken in the aggregate, including the ships which
fell victims to misfortune, as well as to the force of the enemy, in all probability
exceeded what she had ever before experienced m any preceding war; yet,
such were the exertions made by the government, that the royal navy, so
far from feeling a diminution during its continuance, actually acquired a pro-

Jamaica. Barbadues and Leeward Together.
Islands.
Ships. Guns.  Ships. Guns. Shipss Guns.
f1 of 70 [ 1 of 70
6O 11 - <) — - 60
54 4 of 54 19 - 54
30 3 - 42 6 {3 -~ - 49
2 sloops, 2 - 30 3 - 30
2 sloops
2 66 [ 2 of 66
[1 - 64 17 - il - - 64
1718 - 1 54 4 of 54 8 - = 54
1 - 30 3 ~ 30 4 - - 30
2 sloops. A sloop. 3 sloops.
1 bomb vcsscl 1 bomb vessel.
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gressive, though slow augmentation; so that after every vessel, considered as unfit
for actual service, had been dismantled and broken up at the conclusion of the
peace, the British navy, on the demise of queen Ann, actually reached the
same number, within four, to which it had amounted at the hour of her acces-
sion, when cvery ship that was afloat, however desperate her condition might be,
was taken into the account,

On the scorc of actual improvement, very little progress appears to have been
made in the science 1tself,  The minds of artificers, and of those ingenious men
from whose theoretical observations it might have derived benefit, appear to have.
been too much occupied by surrounding events, and the contest in which their
country was cngaged, to permit their minds to diverge sufficiently from the mere
practical and manual operation so far as to indulge any speculative opinion founded
on study. Shipsof the first rate appear to have been somewhat disregarded, and it
was a favourite maxum, cxtremely prevalent at that time, that they were capable
of renderning little service 1n proportion to their magnitude, and to the expence of
cquipment; except in some formidable attack on a fortress against which, owing to
the superior number of the guns mounted on-board them, in comparison with any
vessel of infertor rates, the tremendous weight of their fire must inevitably prove
cffectual, and all-powertul. In respect to the vessels of the less weighty classes, the
same conviction appears to have prevailed, that the art had reached the utmost
summit ol supposed perfection.  The dimensions of the ships then built were still
cxtremely contracted ; and from the peculiarity of their form several were totally
unfit for a varicty of those dangerous scrvices which, though then thought un-
adviseable, or mmpossibic for them to undertake, a subsequent alteration has
rendered them fully competent to. It continued the fashion of the time, to attribute
every superior faculty of satling to the mere length of the vessel itself, without any,
or at least very trivial, regard to the form or shape of the bottom ; from this cir-
cumstance, the wishes of the architect were rarely answered ; and whenever they
happenced to be so, thesuccess, in all probability, was more attributable to a coin-
cidence of blunders mnocently committed, so that the effect of one mistake was
counteracted by another, than to any regular and cstablished system resulting
from theoretical knowledge and studious application. To sum up the character
of the Enghsh vessels of this period, in general terms, they were crank, confined,
very indiflerently adapted to the purposes of keeping the sea in tempestuous
weather, and in general but corry sailers, even when it was most {avourable. To the
supcrior practice of the French naval architects, be it in justice remembered to
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their honour, Britain is indebted for her first emancipation from a steady and ob-
sttnate adherence to ridiculous prejudices and customs, which, owing to an expe-
rience of their mconvenience, ought to have been exploded long before they really
were so. The circumstances have already been sufhciently, though bricfly, ex-
plained *; but notwithstanding the principle itself might certainly have been consi-
dered to contain so much internal advantage as would recommend, and render its
entertainment general, on its first promulgation, yet it as certainly proved so slow as
to appear considered rather an act of nccessity, than proceeding from a certain
conviction of its propriety. The minds, cven of the most scientific men, are not
directed, cxcept with difficulty, to any alteration of postulata, or maxims which
long use has estabhished a belief in the utility of ; a belief, converted by preju-
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